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TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AWARD: STREAM 1 POSTGRADUATE TOP-UP 

SCHOLARSHIP (OCTOBER ROUND) 

 

1. NAME OF THE AWARD  

WA Cystic Fibrosis Research Collaborative Program 2025 – Stream 1 Postgraduate Top-

Up Scholarship (October Round) (Top-Up Scholarship or Award). 

 

2. INTRODUCTION 

The Western Australia (WA) Cystic Fibrosis Research Collaborative Program (the Program) 

is a funding program of the Future Health Research and Innovation (FHRI) Fund and Cystic 

Fibrosis Western Australia (CFWA).  

 

The FHRI Fund provides a secure source of funding to drive health and medical research, 

innovation and commercialisation and through these activities, improve the health and 

prosperity of all Western Australians. It also provides an opportunity to diversify the economy, 

create jobs, improve the sustainability of the health system and position WA as a leader in 

research and innovation.  

 

The Program contributes to the FHRI Fund Priority Goals 2022-25: 

• Establish co-funding partnerships that will secure genuinely new non-government 

funding for research and innovation aligned with Priorities for the FHRI Fund. 

• support the development of early- and mid-career researchers, helping them to 

achieve an independent and self-sustaining career. 

• target high-performing researchers in WA to maintain and/or advance the State's 

position as a leader in health and medical research. 

Founded by parents in 1975, CFWA has become a leading not-for-profit organisation offering 

extensive services and support for children and adults with cystic fibrosis (CF), their families 

and carers. From 2010 to 2023, CFWA invested $1 million in CF research through grants, in 

addition to raising well over $1 million for the “Little Lungs, Big Futures” campaign from 2016 

to 2019. 

 

Conquer Cystic Fibrosis (CCF) is collaboratively investing in the Program with CFWA. CCF 

is a volunteer run organisation founded by a group of parents of children with CF. Since 2002, 

CCF has raised more than $5.6 million for CF research through flagship fundraising events, 

supported by volunteers, sponsors and a generous donor community.  

 

3. FIELD(S) OF RESEARCH 

Cystic Fibrosis (CF) related research across clinical, medical, basic science, epidemiology, 

allied health and psychology areas. The topics of interest include but are not limited to 

respiratory/pulmonary diseases, digestive challenges, CF-related diabetes, genetic 

therapies, and mental health. 

https://fhrifund.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/FHRI-Fund-Priorities
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4. PURPOSE OF AWARD 

The Top-Up Scholarship is intended to support Western Australians to undertake or 

complete a higher degree by research (Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or Masters Degree) in a 

research area of importance to CF.  

 

5. ADMINISTRATION 

5.1 The Award must be administered through a Responsible Entity1 that fulfills the 

following: 

• have an active Australian Business Number (ABN) 

• have a physical and operational presence in WA. 

• be a WA university, WA research institute, WA public health service provider2 or a 

WA public-private partnership provider3.  

 

OR  

 

• A National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Approved Administering 

Institution. 

  
1 It is acknowledged that the term Responsible Entity has traditionally been used by universities and research 

institutes, however for this grant, the term Responsible Entity is inclusive of industry and reflects that grant 

agreements are the responsibility of the contracted entity. 

 
2 WA public health service provider means a health service provider established by an order made under section 

32(1)(b) of the Health Services Act 2016, such as the Child and Adolescent Health Service, East Metropolitan Health 

Service, North Metropolitan Health Service, South Metropolitan Health Service, WA Country Health Service and 

PathWest. 

 
3 Public-private partnership (PPP) provider refers to private hospitals with an agreement with the state government to 

provide public health services, for example, Joondalup Health Campus and St John of God Midland Public Hospital. 

 

 

5.2 The FHRI Fund, CFWA and CCF are the ‘Funding Partners’. 

 

5.3 Australian CF research trust (ACFRT) is an independent body that will administer the 

grant on behalf of the Funding Partners. The ACFRT will coordinate the review and 

award process to ensure an evidence-based review, and that community needs and 

priorities are well represented. 

 

5.4 ACFRT and the Funding Partners do not act as an employer, partner or agent of the 

applicant, awardee or Responsible Entity and will not be responsible for any claims 

under negligence, statute or common law nor will indemnify the Responsible Entity or 

awardee against any claims for compensation or against other claims for which the 

Responsible Entity or awarded may be responsible. 

 

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/manage-your-funding/nhmrc-funding/administering-institutions
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/manage-your-funding/nhmrc-funding/administering-institutions
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6. ELIGIBILITY  

6.1 The Responsible Entity or other entities that are involved in the research project must 

not be part of an industry that produces products or services that may contribute to poor 

physical health or mental wellbeing of the community. 

 

6.2 The applicant must be currently undertaking or planning to undertake a higher degree 

by research (PhD or Masters Degree) that involves a research project in CF and related 

fields. 

 

6.3 The applicant must be currently enrolled or meet the criteria to enrol as a full-time 

student in an approved postgraduate by research course at a WA based university. 

 

6.4 The applicant must be a recipient of a three-year competitive postgraduate scholarship 

such as the Research Training Program (RTP) or equivalent. An applicant may apply 

concurrently with an RTP award application; however, receipt of this Award is 

contingent upon the receipt of a RTP or equivalent award by course commencement 

date.  

 

6.5 The applicant must be an Australian or New Zealand citizen, permanent resident or 

have a valid study and/or work Australian Visa for the duration of the Award period. It is 

the responsibility of the Responsible Entity to certify and ensure that this requirement is 

met before signing the Funding Agreement. 

 

6.6 The Awardee must physically reside in WA for a minimum of 80% of the period of the 

Activity. 

 

6.7 The intention is that funding will be spent within WA unless goods and services 

expenditure items, or appropriate expertise or direct research inputs, are not available 

in WA. 

 

6.8 Applicants who previously held or currently hold a similar top-up scholarship funded by 

the Funding Partners are ineligible for this Award. 

 

6.9 Applicants who currently hold a similar top-up scholarship (not funded by the Funding 

Partners) must relinquish that scholarship to accept a Top-Up Scholarship under this 

program.  

 

6.10 ACFT will not consider applications from any individual who is an employee, applicant

 for, or is in receipt of funds from companies or entities that received funds or revenues

 from the tobacco industry. This includes e-cigarette manufacturers, suppliers and

 non-tobacco related companies or entities which are fully or partially owned by the

 tobacco industry.  
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6.11 The applicant must have no overdue reports for any grant funding program

 administered by the Department of Health WA (including FHRI Fund programs) from

 any year (excludes authorised extensions). 

 

6.12 An application may be deemed ineligible and excluded from further consideration if it

 is identified that: 

• it does not meet all eligibility criteria as set out in these guidelines. 

• it includes any incomplete, false or misleading information. 

• it was submitted after the advertised closing date and time. 

 

6.13 Grant offers may be withdrawn if it is determined that the eligibility criteria are not met. 

 

6.14 Decisions made in relation to previous grant programs will not be regarded as

 precedents and will not be considered when assessing eligibility for this Program. 

 

7. FUNDING  

7.1 The Top-Up Scholarship will provide up to $15,000 (ex GST) per annum for up to 3 

years for the costs of consumables, equipment, conference costs and attendance, living 

costs, tuition, study resources required directly to undertake the higher degree by 

research.  

 

7.2 Funding will be pro-rated if the higher degree by research is undertaken on a part-time 

basis. 

 

7.3 Funding must not be used to fund institutional overheads, administrative charges and 

other indirect costs of research. 

 

7.4 Funding is contingent on the continuing candidature of the Awardee at the WA 

University over the Award Period. It is the responsibility of the WA University to certify 

and ensure that this requirement is met. 

 

7.5 Following formal acceptance of the Award, the awardee and Responsible Entity must 

return to ACFRT a signed copy of the Funding Agreement by no later than 4 weeks. 

Failure to do so may result in an offer of an Award being withdrawn. 

 

7.6 The Award must commence on the Commencement Date, as specified in the Funding 

Agreement. 

 

7.7 The Commencement Date of the Award must be on or after the date that admission to 

the higher degree by research is approved by the Responsible Entity.  
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7.8 Should the Awardee withdraw from the higher degree by research during the Award 

Period, ACFRT must be notified immediately in writing by the Responsible Entity’s 

Research Office (or equivalent). 

 

7.9 No additional claims may be made on ACFRT or the Funding Partners over and above 

the Funding Payable, as specified in the Funding Agreement. 

 

8. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS  

8.1 The applicant must download and complete the WA Cystic Fibrosis Research 

Collaborative Program – Stream 1 Top-Up Scholarship Application Form available on 

the ACFRT website. 

 

8.2 The applicant must prepare and submit applications to the ACFRT according to the 

application instructions. 

 

8.3 Applications must be complete and contain all information and supporting document 

necessary for assessment and must comply with the Terms and Conditions detailed 

here. 

 

8.4 The application form must be submitted by 5:00pm (AWST) Friday 31st October 2025. 

 

8.5 The application form is to be emailed to projects@cfa.org.au as a single Adobe Acrobat 

PDF or Microsoft Word file, not exceeding 5 MBs, including supporting documentation.  

 

8.6 Applications must be submitted by the closing date/time. Consideration must be given 

to the time needed to comply with internal deadlines. 

 

8.7 Electronic signatures are acceptable if approval to use the electronic signature has 

been obtained from that person. 

 

8.8 Acknowledgement of receipt of the application form will be provided via email to the 

Responsible Entity and applicant after submission. 

 

8.9 Queries related to the Guidelines and Conditions and the application form can be 

directed to projects@cfa.org.au  

 

9. SELECTION PROCESS 

9.1 Assessment of applications will be conducted by independent reviewers consisting of 

researchers, clinicians and community members from across Australia (grant review 

panel). All reviewers will need to declare their conflict of interest (COI) prior to accepting 

the reviewing task.   

 

https://www.cysticfibrosis.org.au/current-grant-opportunities/
mailto:projects@cfa.org.au
mailto:projects@cfa.org.au
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9.2 Funding will be awarded on merit, based on a process of assessment and selection. All 

funding decisions are final, and no further negotiations will be entered into. 

 

9.3 ACFRT may seek external advice and or additional referee reports to assist the grant 

review panel in its deliberations.  

 

9.4 ACFRT may request for additional supporting documentation (if not listed in this Terms 

and Conditions) and/or invite the applicant to attend an interview to further examine the 

application.  

 

9.5 The deliberations of the grant review panel will remain confidential.  

 

9.6 CFWA will make the final decision based on the recommendations from the grant 

review panel.  

 

10. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

10.1 Application will be assessed against the following criteria: 

 

Criteria  

Scientific Quality and Feasibility (40%) 

• Strong focus on CF and related field - the project addresses broader scope of 

CF related diseases such as respiratory/pulmonary diseases, CF-related 

diabetes, CF-related bone diseases, gastrointestinal deficiency, mental health 

etc.  

• Scientific merit - the research methodology, objectives, timeline, budgets are 

appropriate and achievable.  

Significance and Impact (30%)  

• Impact on the CF and scientific communities- the research outcomes can 

bring positive changes to the CF community i.e. reduce the burden of disease. 

Innovation (20%) 

• Innovative treatment/technology - the research makes use of new 

technologies and may potentially lead to new intellectual property (IP) being 

generated or commercialisation. 

Track record (10%) 

• The applicant and supervisor’s track record - including academic record, 

publications, and conference presentations.  

 

11. RESEARCH ETHICS AND GOVERNANCE 

11.1 The Responsible Entity, and any participating entity, will be responsible for obtaining

 and lodging all relevant research ethics and governance approvals that are required
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 for undertaking funded activities, and ensuring these are maintained as required for

 the duration of the research activity. 

 

11.2 Research ethics approvals must be obtained from relevant ethics committees (human

  and/or animal). Research governance authorisation (also known as site specific 

  assessment or access request review) must be obtained from each relevant  

  institution/site conducting the Activity or providing access to data, participants, or 

  tissue samples. 

 

11.3 For information on research ethics and governance submission requirements for the

 WA public health system please refer to the following websites: Research Ethics;

 Research Governance; Multi-centre Research. 

 

12. USE OF DATA COLLECTIONS 

12.1 Funded research that requires access to and use of WA Department of Health data

 collections requires review and approval for data release in accordance with the

 Health Services Act 2016 and the Health Services (Information) Regulations 2017.  

 

12.2 Preliminary cost and time estimates for accessing data can be obtained by contacting

 DataServ@health.wa.gov.au. Cost estimates should be included in the proposed

 budget and an estimate of time for release of the data should be considered in the

 Application. 

 

13. CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT  

13.1 In line with the NHMRC definition, consumers are people who have lived experience

 of a health issue. They include patients and potential patients, carers, and people

 who use health care services. Consumers can also be people who represent the

 views and interests of a consumer organisation, a community or a wider

 constituency. 

 

13.2 Guidance on consumer involvement can be found at the Consumer and Community 

Involvement Program website and the NHMRC Statement on Consumer and 

Community Involvement in Health and Medical Research 2016.  

 

13.3 It is recommended that all team members complete the free online 30-minute 

Consumer and Community Involvement in Health Research course (or equivalent) and 

for the Activity Lead to complete the free online 30-minute Consumer & Community 

Involvement and Grant Writing course. 

 

14. PAYMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF FUNDS 

14.1 The funds will be paid to the Responsible Entity, in accordance with the Funding

 Agreement. Under no circumstances will funds be paid directly to an Awardee. 

 

https://rgs.health.wa.gov.au/Pages/Research-Ethics.aspx
https://rgs.health.wa.gov.au/Pages/Research-Governance.aspx
https://rgs.health.wa.gov.au/Pages/Multi-centre-Research.aspx
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_13760_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_41455.pdf/$FILE/Health%20Services%20(Information)%20Regulations%202017%20-%20%5B00-c0-02%5D.pdf?OpenElement
mailto:DataServ@health.wa.gov.au
https://cciprogram.org/researcher-services/
https://cciprogram.org/researcher-services/
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/statement-consumer-and-community-involvement-health-and-medical-research
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/statement-consumer-and-community-involvement-health-and-medical-research
https://retprogram.org/training/consumer-and-community-involvement-in-health-research/
https://cciprogram.org/consumer-community-involvement-and-grant-writing-e-course/
https://cciprogram.org/consumer-community-involvement-and-grant-writing-e-course/
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14.2 Payments will be made annually in advance, in accordance with the terms of the

 Funding Agreement. 

 

14.3 Payments will not commence until the Responsible Entity and Awardee have returned

 to ACFRT the signed Funding Agreement and any other requested information. 

 

14.4 The first payment will be made at the Commencement Date, or upon final execution of

 the Funding Agreement.  

 

14.5 The ACRFT reserves the right to withdraw an offer of Award to a Responsible Entity if

 the Funding Agreement cannot be agreed between the parties. 

 

14.6 The Responsible Entity is required to use the funds exclusively for the research

 activity as detailed in the Awardee’s Application Form and in accordance with the

 terms of the Funding Agreement.  

 

14.7 ACFRT may withhold funds to be paid if ACFRT determines that the Responsible

 Entity has not complied with its obligations under the Funding Agreement and these

 Terms and Conditions of Award, including the reporting obligations.  

 

14.8 Ten percent (10%) of the final year’s funding will be retained by the ACFRT in the final

 year until all Reporting obligations have been completed and/or satisfied. 

 

14.9 All payments are exclusive of the Goods and Services Tax (‘GST’). 

 

14.10 ACFRT recommends that the Responsible Entity seeks professional taxation advice 

in relation to its GST obligations. 

 

15. EXTENSIONS AND VARIATIONS 

15.1 Any request to defer the Commencement Date must be submitted to the ACFRT in

 writing by the Responsible Entity’s Research Office (or its equivalent). 

 

15.2 The Award Period may be extended in limited circumstances. Such circumstances

 include situations outside the Awardee’s reasonable control. 

 

15.3 Requests for an extension must be submitted in writing to the ACFRT by the

 Responsible Entity’s Research Office (or equivalent) at least two (2) months prior to

 the Completion Date, outlining the circumstances requiring the extension and the

 duration of the extension sought. Where applicable, evidence of the Awardee’s

 extension of candidature must be included in the request. 

 

15.4 ACFRT may also grant permission to extend the Award by up to six (6) months to

 allow for the completion and submission of a thesis. 
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15.5 ACFRT may, in discretion, accept or reject an extension request submitted by the 

Responsible Entity. If ACFRT accepts the extension request, the Responsible Entity 

will be notified in writing at least one (1) month prior to the Completion Date, in which 

case the Funding Agreement will continue until the last day of the extension period. 

 

15.6 ACFRT must be notified in writing by the Awardee and/or the Responsible Entity if 

  there is an intention for the Awardee to move to a different Responsible Entity. 

  Approval will be subjecting to the Awardee’s ability to continue the research activity,

  and both the existing and proposed Responsible Entities have approved the move. 

 

15.7 ACFRT must be notified in writing by the Responsible Entity if there is an intention: 

• To modify the Project’s title, aim(s) and/or research plan. Reasonable 

modifications will be permitted by ACFRT, provided they have been approved by 

the Responsible Entity. 

• To change to a different project. This will require formal reconsideration by the 

ACFRT, and such change must be as relevant to CF and related field as the 

original project and accepted by the university. 

 

15.8 If variations or extensions are not approved this could result in termination of the grant 

with associated funding reverting to or being recoverable by the Funding Partners.  

 

16. REPORTS 

16.1 The Awardee must submit to ACFRT annual Progress Reports and Financial Acquittal

 Statements in a format consistent with ACFRT requirements. 

 

16.2 The first Progress Report is due by the anniversary of the Commencement Date in the

 year immediately following commencement of the Award, with subsequent reports due

 by each anniversary of that date thereafter. 

 

16.3 Failure to submit reports by the due date may result in ACFRT withholding the

 subsequent year’s funding. 

 

16.4 A Final Report detailing the Scholarship activity must be submitted at the conclusion of

 the Scholarship. Failure to submit the Final Report at this time may render the

 Awardee ineligible for further funding from the Funding Partners until the Final Report

 is received. 

 

16.5 ACFRT may request an additional Progress Report, Financial Acquittal Statement or

 supporting document, at any time by written notice. The Responsible Entity and

 Awardee must comply with such requests. 
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16.6 ACFRT accepts no responsibility, financially or otherwise, for expenditure (or liabilities

 arising out of such expenditure) or liabilities arising out of the Awardee’s work other

 than those specifically referred to in the Funding Agreement and these Terms and

 Conditions of Award. 

 

17. INSURANCE 

17.1 A Responsible Entity will be required to provide evidence of insurance as a condition 

of the Funding Agreement which may include: 

• Public Liability  

• Professional Indemnity  

• Property for the Responsible Entity’s replacement value of assets  

• Workers Compensation  

• Product Liability  

• Motor Vehicle if the Responsible Entity owns vehicles. 

• Clinical Trials if the Responsible Entity undertakes clinical trials (note this 

insurance may include Professional Indemnity) 

• Cyber Liability if the Activity involves confidential data, e.g. identifiable patient 

information. 

 

17.2 ACFRT recommends that you seek advice from your insurance advisors to confirm

 what level and type of insurance is required for the Activity. 

 

18. IP AND COMMERCIALISATION  

18.1 IP is defined as copyright and neighbouring rights, and all rights in relation to

 inventions, patent rights, registered and unregistered trademarks, registered designs,

 trade secrets and know-how. 

 

18.2 The ownership of any IP generated by undertaking the research shall vest in the

 Responsible Entity. 

 

18.3  Subject to the confidentiality provisions of the Funding Agreement, the Responsible

 Entity hereby grants to the WA Department of Health, a non-exclusive, irrevocable,

 perpetual, royalty-free licence to use (excluding the ability to sub-licence or grant

 further licences) any of the IP generated in the Activity, and which falls within the

 scope of WA Health’s normal activities. This includes, but is not necessarily limited to,

 activities related to healthcare provision, teaching, training and research. This license

 does not automatically extend to any potential or eventual commercial development of

 the IP, and any commercial products that might directly or indirectly result from the

 Activity IP. However, where the Responsible Entity believes that there is the

 potential for commercialisation of the IP developed in the course of the Activity,

 both Parties shall negotiate in good faith the appropriate legal and beneficial 

 interests, rights and access to the IP by WA Department of Health. 
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18.4 Any background or pre-existing IP and associated moral rights used or incorporated in

 the research activity will remain with the original party unless otherwise agreed. 

 

 When a team includes a member(s) from the WA public health system as a participant

 in the Activity (i.e. the WA public health entity is not the Responsible Entity), the IP

 agreement must be authorised at an appropriate level by the relevant WA public

 health system entity. 

 

19. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

19.1 The Minister for Medical Research and/or the Department of Health WA may publicly

 announce the recipients of the WA Cystic Fibrosis Research Collaborative Program

 Grants. Applicants and all related parties must withhold announcements, public

 statements, social media posts or issuing media releases until after the announcement

 by the Funding Partners. 

 

19.2 Acknowledgements of the Funding Partners should be made in publications,

 conference presentations, press releases as appropriate. Please use the following

 citation: 

 

 “This work is supported by the WA Cystic Fibrosis Research Collaborative Program, 

which is a Co-funding Partnerships Program of the Western Australian Future Health 

Research and Innovation (FHRI) Fund and Cystic Fibrosis WA (CFWA), in  

collaboration with Conquer Cystic Fibrosis (CCF).” 

 

19.3  In order to maximise knowledge exchange, Awardees must comply with the NHMRC

 ‘Publication and dissemination of research: a guide supporting the Australian Code for

 the Responsible Conduct of Research’, which can be downloaded from the Australian

 Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research page, and the NHMRC Open Access

 Policy. 

 

20. TERMINATION OF FUNDS 

20.1 ACFRT may, at any time by written notice, immediately terminate the funding

 agreement if: 

• eligibility requirements are no longer met. 

• the Awardee withdraws from the project or candidature during the Award period. 

• the funds have not been expended in line with the terms of the Award funds are 

not fully expended at the conclusion of the PhD or Masters Degree (including any 

approved extensions). 

• it is determined that misleading or fraudulent information has been provided. 

• the Responsible Entity does not enter into formal agreements with respect to this 

Activity, which includes IP ownership, where appropriate. 
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• other entities fund or are involved in the research project that are part of an 

industry that produces products or services that may contribute to poor physical 

health or mental wellbeing of the community. 

 

20.2 Top-Up Scholarship that is unspent at the conclusion or termination of the Award

 Period must be repaid to ACFRT on a pro rata basis and will be dealt with in

 accordance with conditions of the Funding Partners.  

 

21. CONFIDENTIALITY 

21.1 The application title, research project title, name of Awardee, funding amount,

 Responsible Entity, plain language summaries and sections indicated on applications

 or reports may be used for publicity purposes by the Funding Partners. 

 

21.2 All other information provided in applications and reports will be maintained

 confidentially. All deliberations of ACFRT will remain confidential.  

 

21.3 If requests are received to make public any aspect of the Activity, other than the

 aspects listed above, the authorisation of the Responsible Entity will be sought,

 notwithstanding information requested under the Freedom of Information Act 1992

 (WA) or information pertaining to the receipt of State Government financial

 assistance tabled in the Parliament of Western Australia. 

 

22. EVALUATION 

22.1 All parties involved in submitting an application, are required to contribute to future

 evaluations of this Program. 

 

23. COMPLAINTS 

23.1 Responsible Entities or applicants who feel that their interests have been adversely

 affected by an action taken by ACFRT in administering the Program may lodge a

 complaint. Complaints can only be considered when they refer to the administrative

 process and not to the funding decision.  

 

23.2 Complaints must be submitted via email (marked Confidential) to: projects@cfa.org.au   

 

mailto:projects@cfa.org.au

