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The Mac  
is here.

 Camden | Picton | Tahmoor

Macarthur Credit Union Ltd ABN 83 087 650 244  AFSL/Australian Credit Licence No 239933

Here for you.
Here for our community.
Here to help.

It’s better banking  
with a local

Southern Highlands 
Garden Services

Maintenance is the key!
Call now – 0413 727 730

Southernhighlandsgardenservices.com

We are here to help!

What we do 
• �Commercial�&�Residential
• �Small�&�Large�properties
• �Lawn�Mowing�&�Maintenance
• �Hedging�&�Pruning
• �Plant�Fertilisation�&�Nutrition
• �Garden�Waste�Disposal

• �Irrigation
• �Mulching,�Garden�Care� 

&�Weed�Control
• �Plant�Pest�&�Disease�

Treatment.

Camden Police are seek-
ing the assistance of 
the community to help 

identify the person in these 
images.

The person, who was driving 
the vehicle pictured, may be 
able to assist police in relation 
to an incident that occurred at 
BP Picton around 4.45pm on 
Thursday 6 July.

If you are able to assist at all, 
please call Narellan police sta-
tion on 4632 4499 and quote 
E168668192.

The refurbishment of the 
Old Picton Post Office as 
a coworking space was 

officially opened on Monday 
by the Mayor of Wollondilly, 
Matt Gould.

It will be used as a commu-
nity working space and coor-
dinated by WorkLife, which 
operates such spaces in the 
regions.

Following significant dam-
age due to floods and age, the 
building was restored with 
help from the Australian and 
NSW Governments.

The refurbishment includes:
• Complete building renova-

tion.
• Reroofing.
• Upgrade of the existing 

kitchen.
• Upgrade the bathroom facili-

ties to make them accessible.
• Installation of a smart access 

door system.
• A new steel emergency exit 

stairwell.
• Access ramp upgrade.
• A lift for disability access to 

the second storey.
“The Old Picton Post Of-

fice holds a special place as 
the heart of Picton and I’m 
delighted to see it restored 
and ready to serve in the next 
phase of its life,” Councillor 
Gould said. “Originally built 
in the late 19th century, it’s an 
amazing adaptive re-use of 
such an historical building and 
it is now completely accessible 
and the perfect space for local 
business workers.

“The decision to repurpose 
the Old Picton Post Office as 
a coworking space is a stra-
tegic priority for council. By 
supporting the development 
of coworking spaces, the shire 
will attract and retain talent, 
create new jobs, and stimu-
late economic activity; and it’s 
great to see the level of interest 
that’s already been expressed 
in using the space.”

New role for old  
post office

New co-working space at the old Picton Post Office.

Who is 
this?

L-R: Kate Dezarnaulds from WorkLife and Emma Reedy, Department of 
Regional NSW, Member for Wollondilly Judy Hannan, Wollondilly Mayor 

Matt Gould, and Federal Member for Hume Hon. Angus Taylor.
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From the EDITOR
The PM’s housing strategy 

announced on Wednesday 
has been welcomed by the 
property, trade union, hous-
ing and renting lobbies, al-
though some have reserva-
tions, Angela Bell reports on 
page 9.

When the prosecutor in 
the Bruce Lehmann trial (for 
the alleged rape of Brittany 
Higgins) decided not to pur-
sue a fresh trial (following a 
mistrial), due to Higgins’s 
mental state, he wrote to 
the Commissioner of Police 
complaining about police 
handling of the case, and the 
ACT called its equivalent of a 
royal commission. Graham 
Kelly fills in some important 
legal blanks and keeps read-
ers up to date on who is suing 
whom, in this ever changing 
saga. Read more on page 6.

Wollondilly Women In 
Business celebrated their 8th 

birthday in style, Sky reports 
on page 10.

Six community groups have 
been awarded grant funding 
from the Stronger Commu-
nities Program, see opposite.

In sport news, the Knights 
men’s and women’s AFL 
teams have both made it to 
the finals, and the $8 million 
Tahmoor District Sporting 
Complex has been officially 
opened. See page 17.

The Matildas had the nation 
on the edge of their seats 
during their FIFA Women’s 
World Cup semi-final. Lo-
cally, the Matilda effect has 
been rubbing off on the girls 
at Picton Rangers FC, Sky re-
ports on page 7.

Enjoy your week
Cristian King

cking@shexpress.com.au

Saturday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Sunny today with 
south-westerly winds 

20-30km/h.

Temperatures sitting 
between 12-17C.

More sunshine is on 
the cards with light 

westerly winds.

Mild temperatures 
reaching to 18-23C.

A partly cloudy day 
is predicted with light 
north-easterly winds.

Daytime tempera-
tures will remain mod-

erate at 17-22C.

A mostly sunny day 
is forecast with light 

north-westerly winds.

Warm temperatures 
will span 18-23C.

A partly cloudy day to-
day with a slight chance 

of a shower and light 
south-westerly winds.

Temperatures will 
range between 16-21C.

Sunday

Wollondilly 5-day weather forecast

By Tanya Galwey

The annual Dilly Doggy 
Day Out is this Sunday 
in the off-leash park on 

Fairleys Road at the Picton 
Sportsground.

The popular community 
event first ran in 2018, went 
online during 2020 due to 
COVID, and returned face-to-
face last year, when between 
1,500 and 2,000 people took a 
long their furry friends. This 
year number is expected to be 
slightly higher.

The first special event is at 
9am, with dog yoga led by 
Raewyn Fernandez. The class 
involves dogs in breathwork, 
movement and meditation.

All proceeds from ticket sales 
will be donated to the Wol-
londilly Shire Council Animal 

ABN: 18278254530

Regutter Specialist
New Build • Fascia Cover 

Downpipes • Gutter Guard

Monday-Saturday (9:00am-6:00pm) 
Tahmoor, NSW 2573 

Call: 0431 285 990 Email: info@kjguttering.com.au

www.kjguttering.com.au

www.allingatemotors.com.au

OVER 25 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN THE INDUSTRY

4811 57004811 57004811 57004811 5700
• FULLY CUSTOM MADE GATES • RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRY WORK  

• INSURANCE WORK • SERVICE EXISTING SETUPS • SOLAR & MAIN POWER AUTOMATION

Call Nelson on 0449 295 325 or Amy on 02 4811 5700  
or simply email amy@allingatemotors.com.au for more info

Representatives of the Warragamba Wombats Junior Rugby League Club with MP Angus Taylor

The Wollondilly commu-
nity can now nominate 
“amazing” individuals 

and community groups that 
deserve to be recognised in 
the 2024 Australia Day Awards.

Each year the shire coun-
cil celebrates Australia Day in 
Picton Botanic Gardens.

The event includes welcom-
ing new citizens during the 
citizenship ceremony, rec-
ognising the contributions of 
local residents through the 
awards ceremony and a morn-
ing of “fun family-friendly ac-
tivities” including a free bar-
becue.

The nomination categories 
are Citizen of the Year, Young 

Citizen of the Year, Environ-
mental Citizen of the Year, 
Achiever of the Year (open 
age), Sportsperson of the Year 
(open age), Local Hero – Indi-
vidual, and Local Hero – Com-
munity Group, and Disability 
Inclusion Award.

To nominate a person or 
community group, go to: htt-
ps://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.
au/events-and-community/
annual-events/australia-day/

If a business or community 
group would like to participate 
as a stallholder, they must sub-
mit a Stallholder Expression of 
Interest Form, also available at 
the above link.

By Emily Perkins

Nominees for the 2023 Local Hero-Community Group and Disability Inclusion 
awards, One Stop Community Assistance

Australia Day 
nominations open

Wollondilly community 
groups are among 
19 projects across 

the Hume electorate to share 
nearly $150,000 from the fed-
eral government.

The funding has been allo-
cated as part of Round 8 of the 
government’s Stronger Com-
munities Program.

Successful local projects in-
clude:
• Thirlmere Rural Fire Service 

– $3,000 for office and train-
ing equipment.

• Camden Rams Rugby League 
Club – $13,000 for a new 
ride-on lawn mower.

• Menangle Men’s Shed – 
$2,500 towards new equip-
ment.

• Camden Men’s Shed – 
$15,000 to lay a concrete slab 
as the foundation of their 
new workshop.

• Narellan Men’s Shed – $6,672 
for the replacement of their 
centre lathe tool machine.

• Warragamba Wombats Junior 
Rugby League Club – $14,000 
for clubhouse renovations, 
including improved kitchen 
facilities, flooring and paint-
ing.

The Stronger Communi-
ties Program has budgeted to 
provide $22.7 million in fund-
ing for small capital projects 
across Australia.

Each project receives up to 
$20,000 and Round 8’s focus 

was on supporting communi-
ties to “recover from the wide-
spread impacts of adverse 
weather events and current 
economic pressures”.

Each group applied for fund-
ing through its local MP, in this 
case, the Member for Hume, 
Angus Taylor, who said all the 
groups had worked hard on 
their applications to secure 
the latest round of grants.

“It’s so important that we 
have great places to come to-
gether, to socialise, be healthy 
and active in our local com-
munities, and this funding will 
go a long way across our many 
towns and villages,” Mr Taylor 
said.

For more information about 
the Stronger Communities 
Program, visit business.gov.
au/grants-and-programs/
stronger-communities-pro-
gramme-round-8

By Emily Perkins

Funds shared  
among grassroots groups

Thirlmere Rural Fire Service will 
receive $3,000 for office and 

training equipment

Shelter and Goodwill Rescue, 
an organisation which helps 
dogs find homes.

Dr Katrina and the Wonder-
dogs will follow at 10am on the 
entertainment stage. Then, at 
11.15am, Pawz and Me pet ser-
vices will explain leash-pull-
ing.

The Wollondilly All Breeds 
Kennel Club agility and obedi-
ence demonstrations will be-
gin at 11am.

At 11.30am the judges – Wol-
londilly’s Mayor Matt Gould 
and Dr Katrina – will announce 
the prize winners. Categories 
include best trick, best dressed 
and best lookalike.

To finish the day, at 12.15pm 
and 12.30pm Greyhound Res-
cue and Greater Sydney Land-

care will present information 
sessions about greyhounds 
and scent detection.

There will be market stalls, 
free microchipping, food out-
lets, instant photo booths for 
dogs, free face paint and bal-
loon twisting, prizes, and give-
aways available on the day. At-
tendees will also interact with 
dogs from the local animal 
shelter who are up for adop-
tion.

The Dilly Doggy Day Out is 
sponsored by Bridget’s Pet 
Services, a Wollondilly pet-sit-
ting and walking service, and 
Kylie’s K9 Country Retreat, a 
Wilton farm stay for dogs.

For more information visit: 
https://www.wollondilly.nsw.
gov.au/ By Sky Carrall

An off leash dog An off leash dog 
day morningday morning

Dr Katrina’s Wonderdogs will be at the event

The $5 million Wollond-
illy Children's Services 
Building was officially 

opened on Monday 14 August 
by Wollondilly’s Mayor, Matt 
Gould.

The new “state-of-the-art” 
building – part of the Wollon-
dilly Cultural Precinct – houses 
four services: Wollondilly Pre-
school, Family Day Care, School 

Entries or expressions-
of-interest are now open 
for participants in three 

activities to mark the “Illumi-
nate Festival of Art and Light” 
in Picton from 15 to 17 Septem-
ber.

Artists from the Wollondilly, 
Wingecarribee, Macarthur and 
Southern Tablelands regions 
are invited to submit entries 
for the Illuminate Art Exhibi-
tion, which is coordinated by 
the Wollondilly Arts Group.

A PDF entry form can be 

downloaded at https://tiny-
url.com/y7ktdbdc and digital 
works should be emailed to 
dcre8ive@bigpond.net.au

Expressions of Interest are 
now open for the Illuminate 
Artisan Markets, from artists, 
artisans and craftspeople from 
Wollondilly, Wingecarribee 
and the Macarthur Region to 
display and/or sell their goods 
in the Wollondilly Shire Hall 
on Saturday 16 September.

For details or how to book a 
stall, contact Rob Dalton 0407 

708 663, dalton@bigpond.net.
au or www.wollondillyarts-
group.com.au

Picton businesses can par-
ticipate in “illuminate” by en-
tering the Window and Shop 
Display Competition.

This year the theme is “Pink, 
Yellow and Blue” and entrants 
are urged to “use one, two or 
all three of the colours to be as 
creative as possible”.

They can win local business 
vouchers. First prize is $500, 
and second prize $250. 

Artists and Artisans: Illuminate Needs You

Southbound xo are the headline act at the Music Festival, described by
Triple M County as "AUS-Country's Hottest Supergroup.”

Holiday Care and Before and 
After School Care.

“The building is already being 
enjoyed by many of our local 
families, and this was a great 
opportunity for our funding 
partners to see the finished 
product and the kids in action,” 
Councillor Gould said.

“We appreciate the funding by 
the Western Sydney City Deal 

and Start Strong Funding – 
NSW Department of Education 
to make this project possible.”

The Children's Services 
Building project was co-fund-
ed by Wollondilly Shire Coun-
cil under the Western Parkland 
City Liveability Program which 
is part of the Western Sydney 
City Deal.

By Emily Perkins

‘State-of-the-art’ 
children’s services

Judy Hannan MP, Angus Taylor MP, Mayor Matt Gould, Cr Blair Briggs and Deputy Mayor Matthew Deeth with 
children from Wollondilly preschool.
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Linda Reynolds is suing Higgins for 
defamation over a social media post 

accusing her of harassment.

Enforcing alcohol limits might have 
averted an unending disaster

Enforcing alcohol limits 
might have averted an 
unending disaster

Bruce Lehrmann has not 
been convicted, and maintains 
his innocence, of raping Britta-
ny Higgins while she was drunk 
in Linda Reynolds’ ministerial 
suite in Parliament House.

A few surrounding issues:
First, how come the trial 

was conducted under ACT 
law when the allegations re-
late to conduct in Parliament 
House? (The Constitution says 
the Commonwealth has ex-
clusive power to make laws for 
“the seat of government” and 

“Commonwealth places”.) The 
answer is that the Parliament 
has enacted special laws apply-
ing ACT law inside Parliament 
House.

The second issue that stands 
out is the failure of the ACT’s 
“responsible service of alco-
hol”. Lehrmann and Higgins 
had been on a drinking spree 
during which Higgins con-
sumed about 12 drinks. There 
hasn’t been a skerrick of evi-
dence that a bartender said, “I 
think that’s enough. Can I call 
you a cab?” What is the use of 
this system if it is not applied?

Next, how come the guards 
ever let these two into Parlia-
ment House around midnight 
when Higgins was, apparently, 
clearly drunk? We pay for secu-
rity to protect our Parliament 
from all sorts of “baddies”, 
true. But surely when a pair, 
the woman apparently drunk, 
turn up seeking late-night en-
try, the guards should say, “We 
think that, this late, you should 
head home.”

Next morning, a guard found 
Higgins in a dishevelled and 
partly undressed state in Reyn-
olds’ ministerial suite.

What next happened (or 
didn’t happen) when Higgins, 
Reynolds and Reynolds’ sec-
retary met to discuss the inci-
dent is disputed. Higgins says 
she told Reynolds she had been 
raped; Reynolds denies this. In 
any event, Reynolds didn’t re-
port any such allegation to law-
enforcement authorities.

This is an important issue: a 
former Governor-General was 
forced to resign because he 
failed to report allegations of 
sexual assaults made to him 
when Archbishop of Brisbane. 
“What’s sauce for the goose is 
sauce for the gander.”

Eventually, inspired by Aus-
tralian of the Year, Grace Tame, 
Higgins “went public”. The al-
legations were investigated by 
ACT Police. Higgins now gives 
rather challenging accounts of 
being questioned. She says the 
police were “absolutely awful” 
to her and made her “feel vio-
lated at every turn”. The #Me-
Too movement would do well 
to run the ruler over the way 
police handle sexual assault 
cases.

Apparently, several police be-
lieved Lehrmann should not 
have been charged. The #Me-
Too movement would say this 
is not an uncommon experi-
ence. Statistics show grave un-
der-reporting (13 per cent) of 
sexual assaults on women; and 
of those reported, only 20 per 
cent lead to prosecution.

In the upshot, the DPP indict-
ed Lehrmann. At the trial before 
the ACT Chief Justice, under 
special ACT provisions in sex-
ual assault cases, Higgins gave 
most of her evidence, and was 
cross-examined, by video from 
another room. Lehrmann exer-
cised his right to remain silent 
and avoid cross-examination. 

  The trial didn’t unfold with-
out unusual controversy. It 
emerged that Reynolds’ part-
ner attended in the public gal-
lery. Reynolds was a potential 
witness, who should not be 
privy to earlier evidence; she 
denies he communicated pro-
ceedings to her. We should be 
able to feel confident that those 
who become senior ministers 
have basic understandings of 
the protections afforded by our 
system of justice and that, con-
sequently, Reynolds ensured 
she remained immunised from 
what was happening in the 
case.

The judge handled all the 
usual issues apparently cor-
rectly, including that jurors 
must make their decision 
based exclusively on the evi-
dence they have heard in the 
court. She repeated this man-
datory instruction 17 times.

The jury retired (but under 
ACT procedure wasn’t “se-
questered”, i.e., quarantined, 
as in many other jurisdictions).  
After some days during which 
the jury couldn’t reach una-
nimity, an official found one 
of them had brought into the 
jury room an article containing 
accounts of false rape claims 
against men.

Justice McCallum discharged 
the jury. She admonished 
the culprit but said he hadn’t 
breached any ACT law. She was 
wrong. He was certainly guilty 
of “contempt of court” (by 
breaching her instructions); 
and probably also of “attempt-
ing to pervert the course of 
justice”.

The saga continued. The DPP 
decided not to pursue a fresh 
trial, due to Higgins’s men-
tal state. He also wrote to the 
Commissioner of Police com-
plaining about police handling 
of the case.

The ACT called its equivalent 
of a royal commission. Gov-
ernments calling inquiries into 
prosecutions need to traverse 
a fine line with great care. In-
dependence of prosecutorial 
functions is an important bas-

tion against authoritarian rule.
Counsel for the former DPP, 

Mark Tedeschi KC, said his 
submission about the approach 
adopted in the police inquiry 
was to show how bizarre it was. 
He suggested it was “emblem-
atic of a deeper problem in the 
AFP”, adding “250-something 
matters that [have] been, in ef-
fect, just ignored by the police”.

The Commissioner specifi-
cally found the DPP was “right 
to file an indictment”. However, 
the Commissioner found the 
DPP “lost objectivity and did 
not act with fairness and de-
tachment”.

To do so, is a requirement un-
der Australian law. It is not an 
imperative commonly followed 
by American prosecutors. The 
#MeToo movement undoubt-
edly believes prosecutors 
should be advocates.

The Commissioner trench-
antly criticised various aspects 
of the DPP’s conduct. The DPP 
resigned, his career in tatters.

At this stage, one might hope 
the farrago had ended. No, 
the Commissioner, a former 
Queensland judge, gave a copy 
of his report to “The Austral-
ian” the day before he gave it to 
the ACT Government!  Outrage 

- the government is seeking 
advice whether this leak "con-
stituted a breach of the [Act] 
and if any further action is re-
quired".

And everyone seems to be su-
ing someone else for defama-
tion: Reynolds suing Higgins; 
Lehrmann suing Network Ten 
(arguing an early interview 
with Higgins identified him 
as an alleged rapist, though it 
didn’t name him); Lehrmann 
also suing the ABC (for airing 
Higgins’ Press Club speech). 
Freedom of the press is well 
and truly in play with #MeToo 
cases in Australia.

Lehrmann has now told the 
Seven Network he is going to 
claim “millions” in compensa-
tion against the ACT Govern-
ment.

A seemingly unending disas-
ter. Hardly “closure” for any-
one.

None of it should have hap-
pened in the first place if re-
sponsible service of alcohol 
had prevailed and security had 
exercised common sense.

Opinion by Graham Kelly.
Graham is a lawyer who, 

after a brief academic career, 
worked in the Federal Attorney 
General’s Department 1972-78. 

He served as Legal Attaché in 
Washington 1978-82. Returning 
to Australia, he joined law firm, 

Freehills, becoming Managing 
Partner and National  

Chairman.
He served on the board of the 

former State Bank NSW 1987-
2000 and has been non-exec-

utive Director/Chairman of 
several ASX-listed companies. 

He was the inaugural Inspector 
of ICAC NSW.

Bruce Lehrmann is suing Network 10, the ABC and told CH7 that he will claim millions in compensation against the 
ACT Government.

Reynolds is also suing Higgins’ 
fiancé David Sharaz. Photo: NCA 

NewsWire/Gary Ramage

Higgins was given a secret 
compensation payment of up 
to $3 million, claiming she was 
“medically unfit” for work and 
would lose 40 years' of wages. 

In July, she started a new role at 
the United Nations, devoted to 
ending discrimination against 

women.

Lehrmann and Higgins had been on a 
drinking spree during which Higgins 

consumed about 12 drinks. There hasn’t been 
a skerrick of evidence that a bartender said, “I 

think that’s enough. Can I call you a cab?”

Your Trusted Legal Partners in Picton
Discover top-tier legal services right here in Picton, tailored 
for you. With over 20 years of dedicated service, Our 
Lawyers stand by your side, providing clarity, guidance, and 
effective solutions.

Why Choose Our Lawyers?

• Approachable Professionals: We speak your language, no legal jargon.
• Wide-ranging Expertise: From family matters to business transactions.
• Navigating Complexity: We simplify, you understand.
• Informed Decisions: Get the insights you need for choices that matter.

Contact Our Lawyers today. Your legal matters are safe in our hands. Your 
Picton legal partner, always.

Our legal services include:

• Family Law
• Wills & Estate Planning
• Estate Disputes
• Property & Conveyancing
• Commercial & Retail Leases
• Probate & Estate Administration
• Retirement Law
• Commercial Law
• Employment Law

A free breakfast for em-
ployees of local busi-
nesses is being held on 

Thursday 14 September from 
6am to 10am in Victoria Park 
on Menangle Street, Picton.

The Dilly Business Brekkie 
aims to celebrate local busi-
nesses while providing mental 
health and wellbeing education 
to local workers who will be at-
tending, also allowing for them 
to connect with local health and 
wellbeing support services.

The breakfast is being hosted 
by Wollondilly Shire Council, 
Picton Chamber of Commerce, 
the office of Judy Hannan MP 
and The Rapid Relief Team.

Wollondilly’s Mayor, Matt 
Gould, said the event was an 
opportunity for local busi-
nesses to take time to focus on 
ensuring workers had the re-
sources to facilitate conversa-
tions among co-workers.

“I encourage you to grab your 
colleagues and team members 
and drop in on your way to 
work for a free hot brekkie, cof-
fee or tea and pastries,” he said.

Ms Hannan said she was 
proud to facilitate a shared 
space for local workers to con-
nect with each other.

“With one in five Australians 
affected by mental illness each 

year, it really is the silent invis-
ible pandemic and R U OK? Day 
is another opportunity to bring 
this issue to light,” she said.

“With over half of those affect-
ed by mental illness in Australia 
untreated, we need to ensure 
services are wide-reaching, 
and work in partnership with 
existing channels.”

Attendees who register in ad-
vance for the breakfast will go 
into a draw to win prizes from 
the local organisations BP Pic-
ton, Hippy Luxe, Peak Nutri-
tion, Picton Hire, That Office 
Place, Vale Tudo Training Pic-
ton, Wollondilly Shire Council 
and Wollondilly Tours.

R U OK? Day aims to encour-
age people to start conversa-
tions and connect with oth-
ers who may be experiencing 
hardships. According to the 
Australian Bureau of Statis-
tics, in 2020 an average of eight 
people a day took their own 
lives.

R U OK? Day spends funds 
raised on resources for edu-
cation about how to recognise 
distress and initiate conversa-
tions to help those in need.

Community organisations 
can register for the event by 
visiting https://dilly-brekkie.
eventbrite.com.au/ 

By Sky Carrall

Around 70 members and 
friends of the Picton 
Rangers football club 

gathered at Picton Bowl-
ing Club for a live viewing of 
the Matildas vs England FIFA 
Women’s World Cup semi-
final match on Wednesday 16 
August.

The game kicked off at 8pm 
in a nail-biting semi-final, 
which ended with the Matildas 
losing to England 3-1. Though 
the loss knocked Australia out 
of the World Cup final, the 
Matildas will play Sweden for 
third place at 6pm on Satur-
day.

Sonya Feeney, a committee 
member of Picton Rangers 
FC, attended the live viewing 
where she described the at-
mosphere as “extremely ex-
cited and nervous”.

“Just to hear to the roar when 
Sam Kerr got that goal, the 
roar around the room was so 
exciting,” she said. “We’re all 
very passionate about soccer 
in general, and then encour-
aging the girls as well was 
great.”

Ms Feeney said it was spe-
cial to see the Matildas as role 
models for young girls and 
boys. She hoped it would lead 
to more young girls getting 
involved with the sport next 
season.

“You’ve got boys now want-
ing to be female players in the 
school yard – they are talking 
about it and that’s special,” she 
said. “They know the names of 
the female players and they 
aspire to be female football 
players as well as male play-
ers.

“When we were young, we 
didn’t think women could 
make a career out of it. But the 
girls these days have seen that 
it’s possible.”

The Picton Rangers have in-
creased female participation 
with “girls-only soccer ses-
sions” (GOSS) to boost skills 
and hosting a female buddy 
training night in May, when 
younger girls were paired up 
with older mentors.

The club has 117 female play-
ers – nine all-girl teams play-
ing in all-girl competitions, 
four mini-girls’ teams, four 

junior teams, and an all-ages 
ladies’ team.

Three out of four of the jun-
ior girls’ teams will play in the 
current Macarthur Football 
Association season’s semi-fi-
nal. The under-12 division one 
team has already finished at 
the top of their ladder.

In the coming season, Picton 
Rangers FC aims to introduce 
a four-week Miniroos pro-
gram for young girls to con-
tinue boosting their skills and 
participation in the sport.

On Wednesday night, lo-
cals gathered at Victoria Park 
in Picton to watch the World 
Cup semi-final. The Picton 
Magpies and Wollondilly Shire 
Council hosted the screening.

For more information about 
the Picton Rangers FC visit 
https://pictonrangersfc.com.
au/

By Sky Carrall

Matildas inspire Picton girls

Female buddy training night at Picton Rangers held during Female Football Week in May

Picton Rangers FC gathered to watch the Matildas at Picton Bowling Club

FREE brekkie 
for R U OK Day
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Most recently she has signed 
up grandsons aged ten, eight, 
and six for the Great Cycle 
Challenge, which supports the 
Children’s Medical Research 
Institute (CMRI).

The team, AwesomeKid-
s4kids, have participated in 
the cycling challenge for over 
five years and throughout that 
time they have raised over 
$25,000 for the CMRI. Ms Hal-
lowell is currently seeking 
donations for the upcoming 
challenge (see below).

Samuel Gee is among her 
other initiatives are setting 
up a campaign to see all Wol-
londilly automatic external 
defibrillators registered on 

the NSW Government official 
register.

Ms Hallowell even volun-
teered to be an extra in the 
2023 film “The Appleton La-
dies’ Potato Race”, which was 
filmed in Robertson.

“Volunteering is easy, and it 
is very rewarding,” she said. 
“I like to think I do whatever 
I can, whenever I can and for 
whoever I can. I believe it is 
important to keep active in my 
retirement, and if I can help 
others, all the better.”

Ms Hallowell’s previous 
awards include the inaugu-
ral Wollondilly Women in Ex-
cellence Awards Patron and 
Woman of the Year in 2020, 
Wollondilly Shire Council Citi-
zen of the Year 2022, and the 
NSW Government Local Wom-
an of the Year for Wollondilly 
in 2023.

To sponsor Marjo Hallowell’s 
team in The Great Cycle Chal-
lenge visit: https://greatcyc-
lechallenge.com.au/Teams/
awesomekids4kids

The awards will be an-
nounced during a luncheon 
at the Campbelltown Catholic 
Club on 11 September from 
1pm-3pm.

By Sky Carrall

The National Cabinet has 
set an ambitious new 
national target to build 

1.2 million new well-located 
homes over five years from 
1 July 2024. The pledge adds 
200,000 new homes to the 
National Housing Accord tar-
get agreed by states and ter-
ritories last year.

The target will be supported 
by the Housing Support Pro-
gram, a $500 million com-
petitive funding program for 
local and state governments 
to kick-start housing sup-
ply through targeted activa-
tion payments for things like 
connecting essential ser-
vices, amenities to support 
new housing development, or 
building planning capability.

“Connecting to sewerage, 
connecting to water, con-
necting to energy supplies. In 
short, upfront money to get 
housing moving quickly,” the 
Prime Minister, Anthony Al-
banese, said.

National Cabinet also agreed 
to a National Planning Reform 
Blueprint which includes up-
dating state, regional, and lo-
cal strategic plans to reflect 
housing supply targets; pro-
moting medium- and high-
density housing in areas close 
to existing public transport 
connections, amenities and 
employment; and streamlin-
ing approval pathways.

First Ministers also agreed 
to develop a principles-based, 
multi-year planning model for 
migration, to improve collab-
oration with states and terri-
tories on migration settings.
• Greater renters’ rights were 

part of the strategy, includ-
ing moving towards national 

consistency on:
• Genuine grounds for evic-

tions.
• Limiting rental increases to 

once per year.
• Banning rental bidding.
• Permitting lease breaks 

without penalty in instances 
of domestic or family vio-
lence.

• Limiting lease break fees.
• Reasonable minimum rental 

standards.
• Making rental applications 

easier.
• Considering better regula-

tion of short-stay accommo-
dation.

Among those who welcome 
the program was Linda Scott, 
president of the Australian 

Local Government Associa-
tion (ALGA), who said it would 
enable councils to build more 
liveable communities. How-
ever, she was disappointed 
that local government had not 
participated in the National 
Cabinet’s deliberations in 
Brisbane.

“We are delighted the gov-
ernment has heard our call 
for more investment in vital 
infrastructure that will enable 
new housing developments,” 
she said. “We can’t fix the 
housing crisis by just building 
more homes; we have to in-
vest in the amenities and local 
infrastructure necessary for 
strong, healthy communities.”

She also welcomed the an-
nouncement of further sup-
port for built-environmen-
tal professionals: “ALGA’s 
research shows there is a se-
vere shortage of skilled plan-
ners in local government, and 
we need increased invest-
ment to facilitate streamlined 
housing approvals and strate-
gic planning to identify new 
growth areas.”

The Property Council of 
Australia welcomed the com-
mitments to boost housing 
supply and choices for buyers 
and renters, as well as reform 
migration and city planning.

The Property Council has 
long-championed national 
competition-style payments 

for states that succeed at city 
planning and housing supply 
performance.

It’s chief executive, Mike 
Zorbas, said, “National Cabi-
net is tackling our housing 
supply deficit in a coordinated 
way for the first time in a long 
time. It is taking a big picture 
approach to housing supply 
improvements that, if suc-
cessful, will boost access to 
housing for all Australians.

“The New Home Bonus, the 
Housing Support Program, 
the National Planning Reform 
Blueprint, the Social Hous-
ing Accelerator and the rental 
deal strike a sensible balance 
in progressing toward afford-

able new housing supply.”
In a joint statement, the co-

convener of Labor for Hous-
ing, Julijana Todorovic, and 
the National Secretary of the 
CFMEU Construction & Gen-
eral Division, Zach Smith, 
said: “This National Cabinet 
announcement on housing 
is welcome and is to be con-
gratulated. The Albanese Gov-
ernment has clearly listened 
to the CFMEU and Labor For 
Housing’s calls for stronger 
housing policy and greater in-
vestment.

“We’re delighted to see the 
announcement of better plan-
ning laws which support in-
clusionary zoning, so social 
and affordable housing devel-

opments don’t get pushed to 
the fringes of our major cities.

“It is fantastic to see strong 
rental reforms, particularly 
no-fault evictions, that will 
make a significant difference 
to the rights of renters. Like-
wise, the focus on urban den-
sification to boost housing in 
existing centres where there 
is established infrastructure 
rather than simply continuing 
urban sprawl is welcome.”

However, Mr Smith said his 
union would continue its “End 
the Housing Crisis, Tax Super 
Profits” campaign.

“Our research has shown us 
we need to be building 52,600 
dwellings each year between 

now and 2041 to keep up with 
demand,” he said. “This will 
require an investment of $511 
billion, or $28 billion per an-
num. An economy- wide su-
per profits tax could raise 
$260 billion over the next dec-
ade and considerably more in 
the decade after that.”

The chief executive of the 
Property Council, Mike Zor-
bas, welcomed the commit-
ment to strategic and sustain-
able planning, which accounts 
for population growth and 
aims to be agile, accountable 
and coordinated at the state 
and territory level.

The Property Council has 
long-championed national 
competition-style payments 
for states that succeed at city 
planning and housing supply 
performance.

“National Cabinet is tackling 
our housing supply deficit in a 
coordinated way for the first 
time in a long time. It is tak-
ing a big picture approach to 
housing supply improvements 
that, if successful, will boost 
access to housing for all Aus-
tralians,” Mr Zorbas said.

“The New Home Bonus, the 
Housing Support Program, 
the National Planning Reform 
Blueprint, the Social Hous-
ing Accelerator and the rental 
deal strike a sensible balance 
in progressing toward afford-
able new housing supply.”

The chief executive officer 
of the Community Housing 
Industry Association, Wendy 
Hayhurst, said, “Inclusion-
ary zoning promises to be a 
real policy breakthrough. It 
should ensure that new hous-
ing developments include a 
percentage of social and af-
fordable homes, significantly 
expanding housing options 
for people on low and modest 
incomes.

“The particularly great thing 
about it is that it’s not a tax 
on development – the ‘cost’ is 
baked into the price paid for 
the land.”

The chief executive officer 
of National Shelter, Emma 
Greenhalgh, said the package 
of rental reforms was highly 
significant and laid a platform 
for further reform.

“A nationally consistent limit 
of one rental increase per year 
is a long-overdue reform, as is 
a ban on soliciting rent bid-
ding and stronger privacy 
protections for renters’ per-
sonal information,” she said.

“We have come a long way. 
Six months ago, there was no 
prospect of a national reform 
push on renters’ rights, but 
today we have seen solid pro-
gress.

“Despite this, rental reform 
remains unfinished business. 
We need upper limits on the 
quantum of rent increases for 
tenants to provide them with 
genuine stability and secu-
rity.”

By Angela Bell

The meeting of national cabinet focussed on the National Housing Accord
Photo: Sydney Morning Herald.

‘We can’t fix the housing crisis by just 
building more homes.’ 

Linda Scott, ALGA.

The 2022 Wollondilly Citi-
zen of the Year, Marjo 
Hallowell, has been 

nominated for yet another 
award: Volunteer of the Year, 
at the 2023 Western Sydney/

Macarthur Volunteer of the 
Year.

The ceremony is set to take 
place on 31 August at a Camp-
belltown venue yet to be an-
nounced.

Ms Hallowell, a historian and 
author of “Bargo 200 Years in 
the Making” released last No-
vember, told the Wollondilly 
Express she looked forward 
to meeting and sharing with 
the other nominees at the cer-
emony.

She said while her motiva-
tion for volunteering was not 
to receive recognition, she was 
honoured to be nominated.

“Anyone can volunteer, and I 
encourage everyone to give it 
a go,” she said. “The beauty of 
this is that you choose where 
or when you wish to volunteer 
doing what you enjoy.

“You reap the rewards know-
ing that you can make a differ-
ence and generally meet like-
minded new friends along the 
way.”

Marjo Hallowell has been in-
volved with multiple organi-
sations and initiatives in the 
region. In the past year these 
have included the Great Cy-
cle Challenge, Picton Rotary’s 
U Turn the Wheel, the Picton 
Show, Owloween, the Back-
yard Bird Count, Clean Up 
Australia Day in Bargo, CWA 
Tulip Time in Bowral and 
starting up a Bargo History 
Group.

Marjo Hallowell has been nominated for the Macarthur Volunteer of the Year 
Award, pictured at the launch of her book, Bargo 200 Years in the Making.

Marjo Hallowell representing team 
AwesomeKids4kids in the Great 

Cycle Challenge.

A knit and yarn session 
is held from 11.15am to 
12.30pm on the fourth 

Friday of each month in the 
View Room at the Wollondilly 
Library.

Beginner knitters and cro-
cheters are welcome to join 
the sessions, which can ac-
commodate up to 20 par-
ticipants. Currently there are 
around eight regulars.

The knit and yarn group has 
been meeting at the library 
for more than eight years. The 
differing levels of knitting ex-
perience and expertise have 
allowed for the exchange of 
ideas and learning from one 
another, a council spokesper-
son said.

“The program provides an 
opportunity to make friends 
in the community in a wel-
coming environment and 
in turn reduce social isola-
tion,” the spokesperson said. 
“It provides a creative outlet 
with like-minded people and 
an opportunity to intention-
ally prioritise making and 
craft, and is a great oppor-
tunity to have a chat over 

a cup of tea and a biscuit.” 
  No bookings are needed, and 
attendees can take along their 
current knitting or crochet 
projects or start new ones, as 
long as they bring their own 
needles and yarn.

In addition to the knit and 
yarn group, the Wollondilly 
Library also hosts a CWA craft 
circle, an open-ended group. 
It meets on the second Mon-
day of each month as a drop-
in group and has around 15 
regulars.

During Adult Learners’ 
Week, on Monday 11 Septem-
ber, there will be a CWA craft 
session using chicken scratch 
to create an embroidered ta-
blecloth. Bookings will be re-
quired for that session.

For more information, visit 
https://www.library.wollon-
dilly.nsw.gov.au/events/knit-
and-yarn/

To book for the Adult Learn-
ers Week craft circle meeting, 
visit https://www.library.wol-
londilly.nsw.gov.au/events/
chicken-scratch-embriodery-
workshop-cwa-craft-circle/

By Sky Carrall

Volunteering is 
its own reward 
for local author

Menangle born and 
raised, Layne Storrier, 
will be doing half-

ironmans on 36 consecutive 
days from September 1 to raise 
money and awareness for 
Cystic Fibrosis (CF) Australia.

The challenge, Breaking Bar-
riers for Cystic Fibrosis, will 
take place in Brisbane.

More than 3,600 Australians 
live with CF, a genetic disorder 
which affects the lungs and 
digestive system and signifi-
cantly reduces life expectancy.

Twenty-four-year-old Layne 
is nicknamed “Layneo In-
saneo” for pushing his body to 
the limit. He hopes to achieve 
the world record for most 
half-ironmans while support-
ing a cause close to his heart.

“I have a great friend of mine, 
Bradley Dryburgh, that was di-
agnosed with CF when he was 
three weeks old,” Layne said. 
“Learning about the struggles 
and hardships Brad and his 
family went through – living 
with CF day in and day out – 
made me question why, at the 
age of 23, I had no idea what CF 
was.

“I felt that the community of 
people living with CF needed 
to be talked about more, and I 

wanted to try and raise some 
much-needed awareness on 
this topic.”

The challenge will see Layne 
do a total of 68.4 kilometres of 
swimming, 3,240km of cycling 
and 759.6km of running.

The Express asked him what 
he was looking forward to 
most in the challenge and what 
the hardest part would be.

“As crazy as this sounds, I’m 
actually looking forward to 
when my body is beaten and 
broken,” Layne said. “Because 
at this stage of the challenge I 
get to find out what I'm made 
of; and I truly believe we learn 
the most about ourselves in 
difficult situations, and I know 
there won't be a chance that I 
give up.”

He said the toughest compo-
nent will be in the water, as he 
has never liked swimming and 
still struggles: “It's the only 
place where there is complete 
silence of just you, and your 
mind trying to get you to stop.

“There’ll be days when I’m 
going to struggle, but as soon 
as I think back to why I’m do-
ing this and what I want out 
of it, I’ll be able to get myself 
up and keep going and keep 
pushing …there’s a reason be-

hind me doing this and it’s a 
bigger reason than myself.”

Layne’s mother, Allana Stor-
rier, told the Express he was 
“100 per cent” a go-getter.

“Once he makes his mind up 
that he wants to achieve some-
thing, he puts 110 per cent ef-
fort in to get to his goals,” she 
said. “I’m very proud.

“It will really test his mental 
and physical endurance, but I 
feel confident that he should 
be able to achieve his goal, as 
he is very determined.”

Mrs Storrier encourages 
everybody to get behind her 
son and support with dona-
tions to help CF Australia.

His goal is to raise $100,000. 
For more information and to 
donate, go to https://www.
cysticfibrosis.org.au/break-
ing-barriers-for-cf/#

Donations support life-
changing research, improve 
clinical practice and patient 
outcomes, increase aware-
ness and advocacy, and help 
increase quality of life and life 
expectancy as well as the on-
going search for a cure.

By Emily Perkins

Ironman 
hopes he’ll 
be beaten 
and broken

Menangle's Layne Storrier will be doing 36 half-ironman’s in 36 days for Cystic Fibrosis

Ambassador of Cystic Fibrosis 
Australia and Mr Storrier's friend 

Bradley Dryburgh

Housing strategy welcomed by all sectorsKnit and yarn at Knit and yarn at 
the librarythe library
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W E  A R E  A  L O C A L  M A N U F A C T U R E R  
O F  H I G H  Q U A L I T Y  A U S T R A L I A N  M A D E 
A L U M I N I U M  W I N D O W S  &  D O O R S . 

We’d love the opportunity to provide you with  
a competitive quote on your next project.

Call or drop us an email to schedule an  
appointment with one of our Sales Consultants.

02 4822 5599 
sales@millenniumwindows.com.au

S H O W R O O M  M I L L E N N I U M  W I N D O W S  &  D O O R S ,  1 0 1  R O B I N S O N  S T,  G O U L B U R N

millenniumwindows.com.au

3 Old Dairy Close,
Moss Vale 

Ph: 4868 1211

27-29 Endurance Ave,
Queanbeyan 

Ph: 6298 4999

12 Cumberland Ave,
South Nowra 
Ph: 4422 7788

independentsteelcompany.com.au

4868 1211

RM
26

42
39

3 

ANIMAL ENCLOSURE
2000MM x 2000MM x 

1800MM HIGH

MAKE IT BIGGER
2000MM x 4000MM 

$450.00

EXTRA PANELS
$110 EACH

PRICES INC GST

THE NEW  
WAY TO AGIST!

Benefits of using Agist It:

• Wider reach of graziers
• Your privacy is protected
• Customised written contract included
•  Monthly invoicing & payments included
• Ongoing Support
• More flexible than leasing
•  No upfront costs - No contract, no charge.

Are you scaling back your farm operations or looking to retire but don’t want 
to leave the farm? Or have you bought a farm but need some guidance on 
livestock before you jump in?

RM6988307 

Call Stuart on 

0413 977 919 or  
email us on stuart@agistit.com.au
Find us on www.agistit.com.au

The Wollondilly Women 
in Business Network 
(WWIB) celebrated its 

eighth birthday at Vaby’s Res-
taurant in Picton on Tuesday 
night.

Nearly 70 local business-
women were there, according 
to WWIB’s founder, Michelle 
Legg: “Vaby’s Restaurant Pic-
ton was filled with the warmth 
of many women in business. 
Leadership and community a 
buzz of excitement filled the 
room.”

Foundation members were 
honoured for their eight years 
of service.

“Local business members 
Vixon & Vamp burlesque 
dance school performed and 
were the inspiration of many 
in attendance, proving that all 
women can feel empowered 
and free to express their inner 
creativity and individuality,” 
Ms Legg said.

A significant achievement of 
the WWIB network included 
being the inaugural winner of 
the 2022 Australian Women’s 
Business Champions Awards. 
It has been nominated again 
this year.

A recent highlight was the 
launching of the network’s 
new website and working with 
the local marketing service 
RubyOnyx to rebrand its social 
media.

Ms Legg said the network had 
“come a long way” from where 
it started, with its board now 

Locals who are interested 
in completing a free Pre-
Apprenticeship Course 

– Introduction to Landscap-
ing are encouraged to submit 
an expression of interest to 
TAFENSW.

Moss Vale TAFE, supported 
by IllawarraYES, is running an 
eight-week short course on 
landscaping that can help fast-
track participants towards an 
apprenticeship in the in-de-
mand sector.

Under the guidance of sea-
soned professionals, students 
will learn how to create stun-

Neighbourhood Watch 
Wollondilly is holding a 
“Be Bushfire Ready” in-

formation session at the Bean-
2Bargo Cafe this Sunday from 
9am to 12pm.

The Bargo Rural Fire Ser-
vice will be available for a chat 
and will discuss the following 
topics: your bushfire survival 

ning landscapes, master es-
sential techniques and hone 
skills. The hands-on and in-
teractive training is a first step 
towards a full qualification.

The nationally recognised 
training will commence on 20 
October and run on Fridays 
from 9am to 1pm and is subsi-
dised by the NSW Government.

The units of competency that 
students will receive are con-
structing landscape features 
using concrete, contribut-
ing to work health and safety 
processes and erecting timber 
structures and features.

plan; how to prepare your 
home and property; evacu-
ation and local places of last 
resort; what emergency apps 
you should have; new fire rat-
ings, and more.

There will be activities for 
children, and participants will 
receive a free coffee.

The event is funded by 

The course is a pathway to 
further study in Certificate III 
Landscape Construction.

Those eligible are people 
aged 15 and above who are no 
longer at school, who live or 
work in NSW and are Austral-
ian or New Zealand citizens, 
permanent residents or hu-
manitarian visa holders.

 To submit an expression of 
interest, go to https://tinyurl.
com/4keppryk

For more information, con-
tact timothy.dally1@tafensw.
edu.au

By Emily Perkins

Greater Sydney Landcare and 
the Southwest Sydney Koala 
Project. It is also supported 
through the government re-
covery and resilience fund.

For inquires, call 0408 579 
781 or email nhw.wollondilly@
outlook.com

By Emily Perkins

 Locals can learn landscaping skills for free

boasting a cross-section of 
experience in corporate, gov-
ernment and small business 
leaders.

She said that since start-
ing WWIB, members past and 
present had often told her that 
they had made lifelong friends 
and expanded their networks.

“WWIB has come long way 
from a Facebook group, now 
grown into an organisation 
boasting just under 200 mem-
bers representing family and 
individually owned businesses 
and community representa-
tives,” Ms Legg said.

FREE WORKSHOPS
WWIB has partnered with 

South32 Illawarra Metallurgi-
cal Coal to set up free Business 
Bricks workshops for locals.

The workshops are part the 
network’s Wollondilly Empow-
erment Project and are not re-
stricted to women.

Owners of established busi-
nesses or start-ups are wel-
come to “build on and in your 
business” through learning, 
refreshing or increasing foun-
dational knowledge, while en-
hancing existing skill sets.

Nine subjects will be split into 
three areas of study through-
out September and October.

Business Basics: Finance, In-
surance & Legal (Tuesday 19 
September); Branding & Ef-
fective Marketing (Thursday 21 
September); and Communica-
tion & Collaboration (Tuesday 
26 September).

Business Management: Hu-
man Resources - How to find 
and hire the right staff (Thurs-
day 5 October); SWOT Analy-
sis & Goal Setting (Tuesday 24 
October); and Management vs 
Leadership (Thursday 28 Sep-
tember).

Business Smarts: Harness-
ing transferable skills (Tuesday 
10 October); Focus & Strategy 
(Tuesday 3 October); and Net-
working & Business Relation-
ships (Tuesday 17 October).

The venue is yet to be con-
firmed.

Those who register and at-
tend Business Bricks could 
receive a one-year free mem-
bership of WWIB; and for each 
workshop attended, partici-
pants will receive an entry into 
the draw to win a $250 Visa 
card.

One eligible person who un-
dertakes the project will win a 
Business Boost worth $1,000 
(conditions apply).

Numbers are limited, for 
more information and to reg-
ister, go to forms.gle/dja6yb-
syaqabzppf8

WWIB is an established net-
work that provides a range of 
opportunities for its members 
to promote and grow their 
business while building firm, 
personal connections.

By Sky Carrall and  
Emily Perkins

For more information, visit 
https://www.wwib.com.au/

Women’s network 
celebrate eight years

WIBB president and founder Michelle Legg

Fee-free 
TAFE 
landscaping 
course

Are you prepared for the 
bushfire season?
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A caring approach to help you say farewell
As a family-owned business with years 
of experience in delivering that personal 
touch to funerals, Kenneally’s know how to 
take care of the finer details to make your 
loved one’s farewell the way it should be. 

Servicing Greater Sydney, the Macarthur and Wollondilly area

Call 02 4620 8822 or 02 9780 6972 

Why choose us
• Proudly Australian family owned and operated
• Tailored solutions for your personal finances
• Affordable pre-paid and pre-arranged funerals
• Arrangements can be made at your home.

kenneallysfunerals.com.au

As a family-owned business with 
years of experience in delivering 
that personal touch to funerals, 
Kenneally’s know how to take 
care of the finer details to make 
your loved one’s farewell the way 
it should be. 

A caring approach to
help you say farewell 

Servicing Greater Sydney, the Macarthur and Wollondilly area

Call 02 4620 8822 or 02 9780 6972
kenneallysfunerals.com.au

Why choose us
• Proudly Australian family 

owned and operated
• Tailored solutions for your 

personal finances
• Affordable pre-paid and pre-

arranged funerals
• Arrangements can be made 

at your home.

www.dwyerfamilyfunerals.com.au

➢ No Service, No Attendance
➢ Cremations & Burials
➢ Church Services
➢ Memorial Services
➢ Pre-arrangement Needs

Call our  
24 hour care 

line on:
(02)4602 7008  
0476 108 684

Our Services:

Experienced, friendly,  
calm, multi award  
winning celebrant

Let’s have a chat 

0417651658 
hello@narellemurraycelebrant.com

Weddings • Vow Renewal
Commitments • Namings 
Funerals • Memorials

www.narellemurraycelebrant.com

Early research suggests 
that end-of-life care 
produces more posi-

tive outcomes when com-
munity networks collaborate 
with healthcare services. 
The Western Australia-based 
South West Compassionate 
Communities Network has 
released preliminary findings 
of its Compassionate Connec-
tors Program which facilitates 
connections between health-
care providers and commu-
nity groups such as neigh-
bourhood groups, schools, 
workplaces and places of 
worship.

“We forget that death used to 
be an event that was centred 
around family and friends with 
a medical component,” said 
research lead Professor Aoun.

“Now, it has shifted to being a 
medical event with less contact 
time within meaningful rela-
tionships.

“Improving death literacy 
through education is a criti-
cal prerequisite to enabling 
the community in a way that 
empowers meaningful change 
in how Australians approach 
end-of-life care and planning.

Research has estimated that 
the Compassionate Connec-
tors Program has contributed 
to a $561, 256 savings to the 
healthcare system over a six-
month period. The research 
points to the fact that commu-
nity-led support during end-
of-life has correlated with a 
decline in both hospital admis-
sions and length of stay during 

admissions. Similarly, since the 
introduction of the program, 
the research has observed a 
108 per cent increase in the use 
of community-based services. 
The program illustrates the 
importance of balancing “for-
mal and informal networks to 
foster a more sustainable and 
affordable approach to care”.

Dying to Know Day was held 
on Tuesday, 8 August with the 
aim of encouraging people to 
have hard conversations about 
end of life. The annual cam-
paign is an initiative of The 
Groundswell Project to sup-
port adult Australians “to be 
strong self-advocates for their 
own personal planning when it 
comes to their future”. Its aim 
is to build a community that 
helps us all “live, grieve and die 
better”, and create better rela-
tionships with healthcare pro-
viders and community groups.

During the campaign, advo-
cates spoke with NSW Parlia-
ment in a bid to compel the 
government to “to fund com-
munity-led approaches for 
end-of-life care”.

Research conducted by Com-
munity Care Northern Beaches 
(CCNB) found that while 87 per 
cent of Australians agree that 
we need to engage in end-of-
life planning, only 35 per cent 
of Australians have actually be-
gun the process.

“Dying to Know Day asks Aus-
tralians of all ages and stages 
of life to ‘get dead set’ around 
the reality of death and dy-
ing – because death is go-

ing to happen to us all,” said 
CCNB CEO Karen Dawson. 
  “By making important choices 
as individuals, we can create 
death literate communities 
that offer quality, person-cen-
tred support and care we all 
need at the end-of-life.”

One area of end-of-life care 
to change in just over three 
months is the Voluntary As-
sisted Dying Act 2022 (the Act) 
which comes into effect on 28 
November. The Act, which was 
passed by the NSW Parliament 
in May 2022,  will allow eligible 
people living in NSW to access 
voluntary assisted dying ser-
vices.

Groups such as Go Gentle 
Australia have advocated for 
encouraging open dialogue 
about end-of-life care, par-
ticularly voluntary assisted 
dying. Go Gentle Australia was 
founded by Australian media 
personality Andrew Denton, 
who vowed to see changes in 
legislation after watching the 
suffering of his father during 
his last months.

“As each law takes effect, we 
have heard grateful families 
describe the ‘beautiful’ and 
‘peaceful’ deaths of those they 
loved,” Denton said.

The common thread for all 
these advocates is the need for 
a more open dialogue about 
end-of-life whether expected 
or not. Dying to Know encour-
ages Australians to #getdead-
set about end of life by talking 
to loved ones today.

By Peach Robb

Andrew Denton with father Kit in 1994.

Compassion and 
community at end of life
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The Powerhouse Museum is hosting 
the Sydney Science Festival, with 
presentations on everything from 

Understanding Alzheimers to 
Understanding El Nino.

Science enthusiasts, edu-
cators and students cel-
ebrate National Science 

Week across the country this 
week. Throughout the week, 
there will be more than 1000 
events, hosted around Aus-
tralia delivered by schools, 
universities, libraries, muse-
ums, research institutes and 
science centres. There will 
be a range of events, both in 
person and online all aimed 
at different audiences and age 
groups.

Science Week was established 
in 1997 as a means through 
which to celebrate Australia’s 
achievements in science and 
technology. Today, more than 
a million people participate in 
the various science events.

As part of the celebrations, 
Powerhouse Museum is host-
ing the Sydney Science Festival. 
The festival’s theme is Trace 
and “explores the many marks 
we leave on our environment 
and how scientists strive to 
understand the sources and 

effects of different phenom-
ena”. Seminar topics include 
everything from Understand-
ing Alzheimers to Understand-
ing El Nino. On Saturday, 19 
August, Powerhouse will host 
a Family Science Day in Par-
ramatta Square which will in-
clude a host of family-friendly 
activities for science lovers of 
all ages.

Wollondilly Library will be 
hosting a range of free science-
themed events over the course 
of the week including several 
sustainability-themed events. 
Attendees will have the chance 
to make their own slime, see 

how 3D printing works with bi-
odegradable filament and even 
learn how to make their own 
beauty products and reduce 
plastic waste.

For those looking to play 
along at home, there are many 
online webinars and resources. 
http://Scienceweek.net.au has 
pulled together a fun range of 
DIY science activities for the 
home scientists. There is eve-
rything from erasable pens to 
learning to distill water from 
plants using the sun. National 
Science Week runs from 12-20 
August.Science Week.

By Peach Robb.

Science Week

Friday, 18 August will mark 
the 2023 National Day of 
Action against Bullying 

and Violence. The 2023 theme 
is “Growing connections”, 
which aims to promote the 
importance of connection and 
belonging in mitigating bully-
ing, particularly in schools.

According to Bullying No 
Way, research has found that 
key factors that can lead to the 
prevention and mitigation of 
bullying in schools are “strong 
school community connections 
and social skills”.

Not-for-profit yourtown, 
which delivers mental health 
and well-being services for 
young people and families, bul-
lying was one of the top 10 con-
cerns for children and young 
people in 2022. Yourtown of-
fers a range of counselling and 
learning services including 
Kids Helpline, Australia’s only 
free 24/7 support service for 
young people aged 5-25. Your-
town counsellors are available 
via webchat, telephone and 
email as well as providing a 
range of resources for individ-
uals, schools and families.

“We encourage parents not 
only to lead by example by 
demonstrating respect, but to 
educate themselves about how 
and where bullying is con-
ducted, including online, and 
to look out for the signs that 
something might be worry-
ing their child,” said yourtown 
CEO Tracy Adams.

It is important to understand 
what constitutes bullying. 
While there are ongoing aca-
demic discussions about the 
nuances of bullying, there is an 
agreed national definition for 
bullying in schools. Bullying 

involves the misuse of power 
in a relationship through re-
peated, intentional and ongo-
ing verbal, physical or social 
(including digital) harm.

Bullying No Way provides a 
wide range of up-to-date re-
sources for educators, students 
and families to understand bul-
lying and better prevent its oc-
currence in schools. The Kids 
Helpline has also compiled 
some resources for schools to 
help open the dialogue about 
bullying. Similarly, the eSafety 
Commissioner is running a 
series of webinars throughout 
this week for public primary 
schools.

According to Adams, the key 
to bullying prevention and 
mitigation is ensuring that eve-
ryone is on the same page.

“We encourage parents not 
only to lead by example by 
demonstrating respect, but to 
educate themselves about how 
and where bullying is con-
ducted, including online, and 
to look out for the signs that 
something might be worrying 
their child,” Adams said.

To better understand bullying 
or access the resources avail-
able visit http://bullyingnoway.
gov.au

Kids Helpline is a service de-
signed to support young people 
aged 5-25. Young people are en-
couraged to access the service 
by visiting http://kidshelpline.
com.au or calling 1800 55 1800.

Parentline NSW is a free tel-
ephone counselling service for 
parents and carers of young 
people from birth to 18 years. 
Parents and carers are encour-
aged to call 1300 1300 52 to ac-
cess the service.

By Peach Robb

National Day 
of Action 
against 

Bullying and 
Violence

There is a strange adren-
aline that rushes over 
you when you see an in-

justice perpetrated on some-
one you love. Whether that be 
seeing that person in physical 
or emotional danger, or simply 
being forced into an unfair po-
sition, the “Mama Bear” claws 
come out. It’s not just mums 
that get this rush; I am using 
that term loosely to really refer 
to anyone protective.

We all know the story of the 
mother who, in the height of 
the adrenaline rush, lifted 
the weight of a car to free her 
trapped child. As it turns out, 
hysterical strength is actually a 
thing, and many incidents have 
been recorded in recent years. 
There was the teen who saved 
a friend by lifting a vehicle, the 
mother who fought (and beat) 
a polar bear, and the woman 
who overpowered a dangerous 
man many times her size and 
usual strength. The list goes on 
if you care to jump down a rab-
bit hole.

We see versions of this “hys-
terical strength” in everyday 
parenting and caring all the 
time. Sometimes it’s the speed 
with which you rush to your 
crying child.

I have one mum friend who 
is the single parent of a rather 
rambunctious young boy. She 
is under no illusions that he is 
often in the centre of the ex-
citement, generally as a result 
of a lack of impulse control 
rather than meanness. When 
he gets in trouble for disrup-
tion or over-excitement, she’s 
the first person to support the 
educators or adult carers in 
their response to him. Howev-
er, when the other day he was 
accused of something com-
pletely out of his nature a dif-
ferent mama emerged. There 
is no way that she was going to 
let her little one be unfairly ac-
cused of bad behaviour. Even 
chatting with her after the 
fact, you could see the visible 
change in her response when 
defending her child.

Another parent I know 
stopped her adult friendship 
with the parent of a child who 
was verbally harming her child. 
She and the other parent had 
been friends for a few years, but 
as she observed a deterioration 
in the children’s relationship, 
the friend did not and for my 
friend, that was a crossed line 
of no return.

The thing that is almost more 
enraging is when you see adults 
taking it upon themselves to 
“deal” with a child. I’m not 
talking about educators who 
have a deep understanding of 
events, they sometimes see our 

darling ones for more hours a 
day than we do and often know 
what has happened. Teach-
ers do get things wrong, but in 
my experience, they come to a 
situation from a place of op-
timism as well as knowledge. 
They want to see a positive so-
lution for all of the children in 
the classroom.

Other adults, who are not in 
a position of care for our chil-
dren generally do not come 
with the same optimism or 
knowledge. As a parent, it can 
be quite distressing to see a 
complete stranger taking it 
upon themselves to “fix” a situ-
ation.

I was horrified to hear of one 
situation where adults, decid-
ed children they did not know 
were doing the wrong thing, 
and instead of going through 

the proper channels, decided 
to put those children in danger. 
Seeing their children in danger 
resulted in the parents and 
carers of those children finding 
their own “hysterical strength” 
in defending their children.

Just last week, I experienced 
a moment myself. A complete 
stranger saw my children in 
a situation they decided was 
problematic. Now for a little 
context, I was mere metres 
away, was watching their every 
move and know categorically 
this was a situation where my 
children were doing the right 
thing (something that we as 
self-aware parents know is not 
always the case). This complete 
stranger, not understanding 
the situation, approached my 
children and threatened them. 

Now this stranger thought she 
saw something that didn’t ac-
tually happen, but how that 
justifies threatening a five-
year-old I do not know.

Being so close to them, I saw 
the whole interaction and then 
saw this woman walk off satis-
fied she had saved the world 
from another delinquent. Then 
she met me. I went straight 
up to her and confronted her 
(adrenaline racing), to which 
she tried to justify her position. 
When I explained to her the 
entire situation and illustrated 
how they were not at fault, she 
was actually mortified. She 
apologised and shuffled off 
embarrassed.

Luckily, while I was shaking 
with adrenaline, I was con-
scious enough to be calm and 
clear. I can actually see how 

she misinterpreted the situa-
tion, but I do not see how this 
in any way justifies threatening 
a child. Thankfully, my “hys-
terical strength” in this situa-
tion was my calm. Rather than 
rush in like she did, I used my 
strength to diffuse the situation 
- while making it abundantly 
clear that threatening someone 
I love is beyond a no-go.

I will unwaveringly rush to 
my children’s defence when 
needed, as often as I will be the 
first person to help them when 
they don’t make great choices. 
When we say it takes a vil-
lage, we don’t mean, complete 
strangers get to weigh in.

My Week … Biggest Mama 
Battles …
• Forgetting to remind DOH to 

pick up Mr 5’s booster after 

When Mama Bear roars

a playdate with a friend and 
having to organise carpark 
exchanges at school drop-off

• Realising en route to school 
Monday morning that Mr 
5 had left his raincoat at a 
friend’s place over the week-
end, leaving not enough time 
to ask a friend to bring it 
along with the booster seat

• Buying adhesive velcro to 
use as part of book week cos-
tumes only to discover that 
only one side was adhesive 
and the other is intended to 
be sewn in

Mumming Wins …
• Have completed 1.75 out of 2 

Book Week Costumes with 
two days to spare - having 
said that, the last touches 
are always the fiddliest, so 
chickens will be counted post 

By  
Peach Robb 

Contact Peach at mtw@shexpress.com.au

parade
• Mr 5 watched Mr 9 complete 

his martial arts grading and 
jumped up and down when 
they called out his brother’s 
name

•  After two failed supermar-
ket attempts I finally brought 
home the right flavour of yo-
ghurt

Try this at home …
If you’re just looking for some-

thing to keep the little people 
occupied for a minute - there 
are a bunch of great brain-
break websites with short fun 
activities for young ones. This 
website, http://weareteachers.
com/brain-breaks-for-kids, 
has some excellent activities 
from quiet colouring to mind-
ful activities such as medita-
tion or yoga.

What are you looking for?
People across NSW are 

being encouraged to 
explore and celebrate 

everything vocational educa-
tion and training offers during 
National Skills Week, which 
starts on Monday, 21 August. 

The Skills Week theme, 
“What are you looking for?”, 
highlights the exciting educa-
tion and career opportunities 
offered through Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) 
pathways. 

NSW Department of Educa-
tion Secretary Murat Dizdar 
said Skills Week aimed to 
overturn out-of-date percep-
tions about the opportunities 
vocational education offered.  

“Our job market is changing 
rapidly, and the vocational ed-
ucation sector has a key role to 
play in future-proofing exist-
ing and emerging industries,” 
Mr Dizdar said. 

“Vocational education will 

continue to support the tradi-
tional trades but is also crucial 
for new and emerging indus-
tries. For example, our clean 
energy future will provide ter-
rific jobs based on many of our 
current trades.”  

Mr Dizdar said the line be-
tween a university, or a voca-
tional education and training 
pathway was increasingly be-
ing blurred.  

“Vocational education and 
training sits alongside univer-
sity as an equal partner in the 
tertiary education sector and 
the future lies in increased 
collaboration between these 
two,” he said. 

“The future belongs to those 
who learn more skills and 
combine them in creative 
ways.” 

He said Skills Week was also 
an important time to high-
light the work done in open-
ing young people’s eyes to the 

career opportunities available 
through the School-based Ap-
prenticeships and Trainee-
ships (SBATs) program in NSW 
public schools. 

Almost 3,000 students are 
currently undertaking SBATs 
in NSW public schools, a 9.5 
per cent increase in partici-
pation that is bucking the na-
tional trend. 

According to the National 
Centre for Vocational Educa-
tion Research, NSW has al-
most 113,000 trainees and ap-
prentices in training, which is 
more than any other state or 
territory. 

Now in its 13th year, Skills 
Week celebrates the skills, tal-
ents, and career pathways of 
students, apprentices, train-
ees, and the wide range of in-
dustries they work in.  

National Skills Week takes 
place from 21 – 27 August, with 
a launch at the Parliament of 
NSW on 22 August. 
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By Alistair Kennedy
Allistair Kennedy is Automotive News Service and Marque Publishing’s 

business manager and the company’s jack-of-all-trades. An accountant by 
profession, he designs the Marque range of motoring book titles, operates the 
company’s motoring bookshop on the Central Coast and its web site, as well 
as its huge digital and hard-copy database. He occasionally leaves the office 
to cover new-vehicle releases and write news stories. He has written and pub-
lished three books about cricket and family history.

Hyundai i30 hatch has 
been a big seller in 
Australia, but the i30 

sedan, until 2020, was con-
fusingly called Elantra rather 
than i30, it is well worth con-
sideration.

The fourth generation Elantra 
arrived here in August 2006. It’s 
the one we are concentrating 
on in this used car checkout.

Styling at that time was una-
shamedly Korean, with the sort 
of lines that didn't appeal to 
Aussies. The fifth generation 
Elantra, from July 2011 is more 
European in style.

Then from February 2016 the 
gen-six Elantra arguably led 
the way on the international 
market with lines that some 
European cars look to be fol-
lowing - how things change…

You wouldn't call Elantra a 
sports sedan, but for its class 
it's not too bad. (See later note 
on Elantra SR Turbo.)

Elantra is almost a full four-
seater for adults in its latest 
iteration, with each upgrade 
providing a slightly larger car 
with more interior space.

Power for the gen-four Elan-
tra comes from 2.0-litre engine 
matched with either a five-
speed manual or four-speed 
auto.

A new generation four-cyl-
inder 1.8-litre engine arrived 
in the generation-five Elantra, 
power was transferred to the 
front wheels though manual or 
automatic transmission, both 
with six forward ratios. This re-
sponsive unit and added gears 
improved performance and re-
duced emissions.

An improved version of the 1.8 
arrived with the Elantra in 2016. 
Its capacity was increased to 2.0 
litres.

October 2016 saw Hyundai 
stick a toe-in-the-water with 

a medium-performance model 
called the Elantra SR Turbo. It 
has been reasonably successful 
and owners say they love them.

Late in 2018 the Elantra 
range received a facelift, with 
a cascading grille, redesigned 
headlights and taillights, an 
integrated bootlid spoiler and 
lower diffuser. Inside there's a 
revamped dashboard and a Su-
pervision infotainment cluster.

Hyundai Elantra Active gets 
an 8.0-inch touchscreen satel-
lite navigation system paired 
with an eight-speaker Infinity 
premium audio system with a 
DAB+ radio, Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto compatibility.

The Elantra name was 
dropped in late 2020 to be re-
placed by the i30 sedan.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
A clicking noise when the 

steering wheel is turned could 
mean the coupling may be 
damaged.

Check the engine starts easily, 
especially if it's cold. Too long 
to crank up indicates possible 
problems.

A manual gearbox which 
crunches on fast downchanges 
could be due for an overhaul, or 
there may be a clutch problem. 
The common third-to-second 
is the first change that gener-
ally suffers.

HOW MUCH?
Expect to pay from $3000 

to $6000 for a 2011 Hyundai 
Elantra Elite; $5500 to $9000 
for a 2012 Premium; $8000 to 
$13,000 for a 2015 Premium or 
a 2017 Active; $9000 to $14,000 
for a 2016 Elite; $12,000 to 
$18.000 for a 2016 SR Turbo; 
$14,000 to $20,000 for a 2017 
SR Turbo; $15,000 to $22,000 
for a 2018 Sport Premium; and 
$22,000 to $30,000 for a 2020 
Sport Premium.

Browse recalls at: www.prod-
uctsafety.gov.au/products/
transport/cars/

2011 Hyundai Elantra

By Ewan Kennedy
Ewan Kennedy was a technical research librarian with the NRMA from 1970 

until 1985. He was a freelance motoring journalist from 1977 until 1985, before 
taking a full-time position as technical editor with “Modern Motor”. In 1987 
he went. He is editor of “Australia’s Best Used Cars” magazine and an associ-
ate member of the Society of Automotive Engineers – International. He set a 
Guinness World Record for the greatest distance travelled in a standard road 
vehicle on a single fuel fill.

HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
2011-2020

TOYOTA FORTUNER IS 
THE REAL DEAL IN 4WDS

2014 Hyundai Elantra Series II 2019 Hyundai Elantra

Toyota Fortuner is a sev-
en-seat SUV that's based 
on the HiLux pickup 

truck.
Though not generally known 

to Australians the Fortuner 
nameplate isn’t new for Toyota. 
The first version, also based on 
the HiLux pickup of its day, has 
been around since 2005 where 
it sold as an Asia-only work-
horse.

Fortuner arrived here 2015 
and has been a consistent, if not 
spectacular, seller in the con-
gested sub-$70,000 large SUV 
segment, although it’s more 
and old-style 4WD than an SUV.

Three variants are available, 
GX, GXL and Crusade priced 
at $51,965, $57,085 and $64,945 
respectively. All come with the 
same 2.8-litre turbo-diesel 
four-cylinder engine and six-
speed automatic transmission.

STYLING
Fortuner has a bold front with 

a tall bonnet and dominant 
grille with chrome running off 
to wrap around projector head-
lamps and large foglamps.

The body kicks up at the rear 
and carries slim rear windows, 
while a squared-off rear end 
fails to fit in, harking back to 
the days when the boxy Land-
Cruiser was all the go.

INTERIOR
The front pair of seats are 

comfortable but don’t provide 
what you would call sporty side 
support.

The premium character of 
the cabin is reinforced with 
soft-touch materials round the 
dashboard, windscreen pillars 
and door trims.

Fast becoming a rarity, the 
Fortuner’s hand brake is the old 
pull-up ratchet type.

There is seating for up to 
seven, arranged in a 2-3-2 con-
figuration. The 60/40 split-fold 
second-row seat has a one-
touch slide and tumble feature 
while the 50/50 third-row seats, 
rather than folding flat, are 
stowable up against the side of 
the cargo compartment.

As is the norm with seven-

seater with all seats in place 
there is room for only 200 litres 
of luggage. With the rear rows 
folded there is 1080 litres. Only 
the Crusade gets a powered 
tailgate.

A full-size spare wheel is lo-
cated under the boot floor.
ENGINES / TRANSMISSIONS
Maximum power from the 

2.8-litre turbo-diesel engine is 
150 kW at 3400 rpm with peak 
torque of 500 Nm from 1600 
revs.

Transmission is six-speed au-
tomatic, the GXL and Crusade 
variants come with gear shift 
paddles.

SAFETY
Fortuner underwent ANAP 

testing in 2019 and received the 
maximum five stars.

Standard safety equipment 
includes seven airbags, stabil-
ity and active traction control, 
reversing camera, pre-collision 
system with pedestrian and 
cyclist detection, lane depar-
ture alert and correction, active 
cruise control, road sign assist, 
trailer sway control, hill-start 
assist control and two ISOFIX 
child-seat mounts.

GXL adds downhill assist con-
trol while the top-spec Crusade 
gets a blind spot monitor, rear 
cross-traffic alert, and a pano-
ramic view monitor.

The 2023 upgrade to HiLux 
and Fortuner added the Toyota 
Connected Services app-based 
communications system. The 
system allows owners to re-
motely check the status of the 
doors and lights, access infor-
mation such as the vehicle’s 
last known location and recent 
trips, or start the engine or cli-
mate control.

The system can also provide 
assistance in the event of an 
emergency where the airbags 
are deployed or if a collision is 
detected, by automatically no-
tifying an emergency call cen-
tre and allowing the driver to 
communicate with the opera-
tor.

Maximum braked towing ca-
pacity is rated at 3100kg.

INFOTAINMENT
All Fortuners have a relatively 

basic eight-inch touch-screen 
with four physical buttons on 
either side and audio control 
knobs at the bottom. The driver 
gets a 4.2-inch Multi Informa-
tion Display.

Satellite navigation and digi-
tal radio are optional in the GX 
and standard in the GXL and 
Crusade. The GX and GXL get 
six-speaker audio, Crusade 
steps up to an 11-speaker JBL 
premium system.

There’s just a single USB-A 
port in the front console.

Other features include Blue-
tooth connectivity with Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto con-
nectivity (both wired), voice 
recognition, steering-wheel 
audio and telephone controls.

DRIVING
Despite its bulk, Fortuner is 

relatively easy to manoeuvre 
around town.

On the motorway it delivered 
the compliant ride expected of 
a premium SUV on bitumen.

Fortuner has excellent off-
road ability.

Fuel consumption is listed at 
7.6 litres per 100 kms on the 
combined urbane/highway cy-
cle. We averaged 9.4 L/100 kms 
on test.

SUMMING UP
Given the popularity of its Hi-

Lux sibling, the modest sales 
numbers of Fortuner are sur-
prising. That’s probably the re-
sult of a limited marketing push 
rather than any deficiencies in 
the vehicle and we’d suggest its 
worth a comparative test drive 
with its bigger-selling rivals.

RATINGS
Looks: 8/10
Performance: 8/10
Safety: 7/10
Thirst: 8/10
Practicality: 8/10
Comfort: 7/10
Tech: 6/10
Value: 7/10
Prices do not include dealer 

or government charges.

Rugged Fortuner has a bold front and 
tall bonnet.

Both the Wollondil-
ly Knights men’s and 
women’s senior AFL 

teams have made this year’s 
Sydney region finals.

The men’s division two team, 
having finished second on 
the ladder, are heading into 
a semi-final match this Sat-
urday 19 at Kanebridge Oval 
against the ladder-leading 
North Shore Bombers.

The women’s division four 
team, fourth on the ladder, 
will play in an elimination fi-
nal on Sunday at Rosedale 
Oval against the St George 
Dragons.

The Knights played at home 
at Hannaford last Satur-
day. The men dominated the 
Southern Bulldogs 98-20, but 
the women lost 73-6 against 
the Randwick City Saints.

Throughout the season, the 

Knights men’s side has had 13 
wins and four losses. The club 
president, Melinda Haskett, 
said players Chris Wolfe and 
Shaun Paget were among the 
top-five goal kickers for the 
entire division two competi-
tion.

“The team has a core of ex-
perienced leaders who have 
worked hard with their coach, 
Daniel Hockey, to mentor and 
bring together new and re-
turning players,” Ms Haskett 
said.

The Knights women’s side 
are heading into the elimina-
tion finals with seven wins and 
eight losses throughout the 
season. Ms Haskett, who is also 
captain of the women’s side, 
said the team had retained key 
players and added upcoming 
juniors and code-changers to 
their line-up.

The vice-captain of the 
women’s side, Eliza Hockey, is 
also sitting in the top-10 goal 
kickers of the division.

The week of celebrations 
continued for the Knights 
when they received nomina-
tions for the 2023 AFL National 
Volunteer Awards. The club 
was nominated for 2023 Com-
munity Club of the Year. The 
Knights’ Tracy Jedrzejewski 
was awarded NSW/ACT AFL 
female coach of the year.

Ms Jedrzejewski is now eli-
gible to become a national 
volunteer award winner at 
the AFL National Volunteer 
Awards, where the prizes in-
clude a three-night package 
to attend the 2023 AFL Grand 
Final in September.

Ms Haskett said Ms Jedrze-
jewski had been around AFL 
for almost 20 years, playing 

key roles across the junior and 
senior clubs.

“Like all coaches, she often 
misses out on family events 
to train and coach her team, 
who consider her a great role 
model and support on and off 
the field,” Ms Haskett said.

“The last three years, Tracy 
has coached the women’s 

team and has worked tirelessly 
to build uptake in the sport 
and promote AFL to women in 
our community.”

To purchase tickets for the 
Knights finals matches, vis-
it https://www.eventbrite.
com/d/australia--sydney/afl-
sydney/

By Sky Carrall

Knights teams  
make the finals

The new $8 million 
Tahmoor District Sport-
ing Complex Build-

ing was officially opened on 
Monday by the Mayor of Wol-
londilly, Matt Gould, and the 
Member for Camden, Sally 
Quinnell, representing Ste-
phen Kamper, the Minister for 
Sport.

The project included: a two-
storey multi-purpose building 
with changing rooms, ameni-
ties, function and meeting 
rooms and a kitchen; entry 
and roadway construction; 
two canteens and a commer-
cial kitchen; a first-aid room; 
change place room; five stor-
age rooms for user groups; 

Tahmoor gets its 
‘fantastic’ sports centre

two umpire change rooms; 
landscaping; and a car park.

Cr Gould said, “It was an 
honour to be able to officially 
open this fantastic new build-
ing … the regional centre will 
attract sporting groups from 
all over NSW.

“We are very proud to have 
this brand-new state-of-the 

art facility within our shire.”
Ms Quinnell said projects 

like these created places that 
enabled communities to come 
together and increase partici-
pation in sport.

“Local sport infrastructure 
plays a critical role in keeping 
communities healthy, active 
and connected; and a number 
of clubs, schools and commu-
nity groups are set to benefit 
from these improved facili-
ties,” she said.

Project funding came from 

the Western Parkland City 
Liveability Program (part of 
the Western Sydney City Deal), 
Greater Cities Sports Facility 
Fund, Local Roads and Com-
munity Infrastructure Pro-
gram, Resources for Regions 
Round 8, and Wollondilly 
Council.

The Western Sydney City 
Deal is a partnership between 
the Australian and NSW gov-
ernments and the eight Coun-
cils of the Western Parkland 
City.

By Emily Perkins

The new $8 million Tahmoor District Sporting Complex Building

MP Judy Hannan, MP Sally Quinnell, Wollondilly Mayor Matt Gould  
and MP Angus Taylor

Wollondilly Knights division two men's team

Wollondilly Knights division four women's team
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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ACROSS
1. Best, ... of the crop
7. One who remains alive
8. Stormed
10. Significantly
12. Tidied up
14. Noddy's creator, ... Blyton
16. Iran's neighbour
17. Delivered sermon
20. Colourful (personality)
23. Polynesian island group

24. Two-by-two craft (4'1,3)
25. Incited, ... on

DOWN
1. Designer, Pierre ...
2. Interrupting cough
3. Ponder
4. Shy away from
5. Ice & rock slide
6. Hoped fervently
9. Outmoded

11. Indian prince
13. Wheat tip
15. Grassy areas
16. Newborn
18. Insist on
19. Too fat
21. Paved enclosure
22. Strong flavour

© Lovatts Puzzles



BOOK 
ONLINE

THE MOST AMAZING
DESTINATIONS ALL HERE!

Call 1300 133 477 or 4421 7596 
E: admin@kennedystours.com.au | www.kennedystours.com.au

Australian Open Tennis 2024

Day Trip: Wednesday 13th December 2023 
Tour Cost $235.00 per person 

Pick Up Points: Nowra with Southern Highlands Transfers
 Once arrived at Sans Souci, you will board the Bass and Flinders Cruise boat where you will cruise the scenic 

waters of the Georges River. You will be served a Christmas carvery to celebrate the festive season. 

Bass & Flinders Christmas Lunch Cruise

Departing Monday 22nd January – Friday 26th January 2024 
Tour Cost $2200.00 per person Twin Share ($510.00 single supplement) 

Departing Nowra at 6.00am with Pick-up’ at Moss Vale Courthouse
DUE TO NEW REGULATIONS TO THE AUSTRALIAN OPEN TICKETS – ALL PACKAGES MUST BE PAID IN FULL BY  

31ST AUGUST 2023. WE HAVE ONLY SECURED A CERTAIN NUMBER OF TICKETS, SO BE QUICK AND BOOK NOW.
Soak up the atmosphere of this great tennis event. We will be allocated 6 tennis games on Rod Laver Arena over 

the 2 days which you can attend. In addition to the Tennis, these days are yours to explore Melbourne. 

9 369900 011099


